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EDITORIAL 


Supporting the Smaller Promoters 


Only the most naive fan thinks pro wrestling begins and ends with the NWA, AWA and 
WWF. True, they are the Super Powers of the wrestling world, but there are plenty of other 
groups doing their darndest to supply us with action and entertainment. We’re talking about 
the backbones and backboards of grappling—the independents. Alliances like the Atlantic 
Coast Wrestling, the North American Wrestling, the AWF, and many others too numerous to 
list. 

What smaller groups might lack in universal or television recognition, they more than 
make up for in old-fashioned hard work. There is a tremendous amount of effort involved in 
running shows and developing raw rookies into top talent. Still, often at a financial defeat, 
these promoters do so. By buying tickets and forming fan clubs for these independents, we 
are actually helping all of wrestling. As basketball and baseball have their farm teams, it’s in 
the smaller alliances where the stars of tomorrow get their start. For you, in attending these 
cards, you get the advantage of seeing these talented grapplers young and hungry. Here, 
they try to establish themselves by putting out 100 percent. All this, before they become 
super-ego Superstars. 

So, don’t just-buy a ticket to the Starcades or Wrestlemania’s, but to pro wrestling as a 
wholesome whole. 

Till Next Time, 
Mike Bellew 
Managing Editor 
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RODDY PIPER; 


Is Being ‘Rowdy 


By Nicole Lennon 

Ask any fan who the number one 
hero in the WWF is and you may be in 
for a long night. Some will answer 
Hulk Hogan, some will answer Tito 
Santana, and some will mention Rick 
Steamboat. But ask any fan who the 
most hated wrestler in the WWF is 
and there is no argument. Without a 
doubt, to a person they all answer: 
Roddy Piper. What is it exactly about 
Piper that makes him the most 
hated? Is it his obviously obnoxious 
ring persona? Perhaps. His sneaky 
method of interviewing that is often 
one short step away from slander? 
Perhaps. The fact that the man has 
loads of wrestling talent, but chooses 
to cheat by any methods available? 
Possibly. The answer, however, may 
lie in the fact that it is a combination of 
all three, for Roddy Piper is no one- 
dimensional wrestler. That is what 
makes him so dangerous in that ring. 

Who is Roddy Piper and from 
whence does he come? According to 
his official ring biography, he claims 


Roddy stomps Hogan into the canvas. 


descent from Glasgow, Scotland. 
The truth, however, is that he is Cana- 
dian by birth, most likely from the 
Winnipeg area. His life before his 
wrestling debut in the U.S. is some- 
what hazy. The first impression he 
made on U.S. wrestling fans was in 
Los Angeles, working for the LaBelle 
promotions. Though a skinny kid ob- 
viously stillin his teens, Roddy never- 
theless made his mark on the fans as 
someone to watch. The competition 
being what it was in the L.A. area, a 
young, good kid such as Roddy soon 
made his way to the top. To his credit, 
he bailed out for the Portland area 
where the competition was much 
tougher (and still is to this day). 

In the Portland area Roddy started 
out as your basic ordinary heel, team- 
ing with the likes of Playboy Buddy 
Rose. But as victory after victory 
came his way, he found himself being 
applauded by the fans, a hero in spite 
of himself. This brought about a 
change in Piper from a snarling heel 


to a snarling babyface. Buddy Rose 
must have found the change not to 
his liking, for the two soon entered 
into a lengthy and profitable feud. 
Roddy lost out in the end, but ended 
up actually as the big winner with an 
invitation to the lucrative Carolinas 
area of the Crocketts. 

In this area, Roddy quickly estab- 
lished himself as the one to hate by 
capturing the Mid-Atlantic belt, and 
trashing every local hero he could get 
his hands on. Then he travelled south 
to Georgia, where he began to be the 
star of Georgia Championship Wres- 
tling, a show seen nationally due to 
the cable capacity of station TBS. 
Now millions were exposed to the ver- 
bal and physical mayhem that is Pip- 
er’s trademark. But at the peak of his 
powers on TBS, something went 
wrong for Roddy. He was slowly 
phased out, even becoming a baby- 
face to save his faltering position. The 
whys and wherefores of this fall from 
grace are still a secret, but Roddy 
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The end is near, Hogan suplexes Piper to win the match. 


would have you believe that jealousy 
played an integral part, and this au- 
thor is not one to disagree. 

Roddy must have a guardian angel 
somewhere, for he was contacted by 
Titan Sports to join the WWF and, 
since the money was there, he readily 
agreed. It’s no secret that since 
Roddy joined the WWF, the television 
ratings as well as attendance have 
gone through the roof. It was he who 
touched off the feud with Hulk Hogan 
that led to a nationally televised 
match on MTV, the rock video station, 
and which brought about Wrestlema- 
nia, the most ballyhooed sports event 
ever. Joined by his “bodyguard” Bob 
Orton Jr., Roddy is doubly dangerous 
in the squared circle, for one never 
knows when Orton is to appear to 
save Roddy’s skin in the nick of time. 

But what does the future hold for 
Roddy Piper? Rumors abound that 
he was suspended by the WWF for a 
short period for refusing to join in the 
WWE invasion of the Portland area. 
Roddy claimed that Don Owens, the 
Portland promoter, gave him his first 
big break in wrestling and it would be 
backstabbing to invade the Portland 
area with another federation. Rod- 
dy’s suspension was short-lived, as 
the WWF needed him back more 
than they thought. But wherever 
Roddy should turn up next, the fans 
in that area can expect the best in 
wrestling and ballyhoo for he can 
only deliver the best. 


WRESTLING EYE 9 


_ DUSTY RHODES ‘irty to ‘Dusty’ 


* 


One of the first grapplers to com- 
bine entertainment value with fine 
fighting skills was Dusty “The Ameri- 
can Dream” Rhodes. Sure, now eve- 
rybody is dying their hair and speak- 
ing ‘Funk’, but Rappin’ Rhodes was 
the first. Yet, for all his fame and 
wealth (Dusty is one of the five high- 
est paid wrestlers), Rhodes has 
never forgotten the real reason he be- 
came a wrestler. ‘I go to schools and 
talk to kids,” says Dusty. ‘‘| try to urge 
them to be the best they can be. | tell 
them that America gives them the 
chance to be somebodies, and that’s 
important.” 

Rhodes actually started out as 
“Dirty” Dusty. He was a no-holds- 
barred grappler in the peroxided- 
blond tradition of Gorgeous George 
and Dick the Bruiser. As a partner of 
Dick Murdock, the “Outlaws” held 
many regional NWA tag titles. Later, 
Dusty went on his own to beat Cow- 
boy Bill Watts, and win the coveted 
North American Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship. Watts, after a gruelling 
string of rematches, finally regained 
the North American title. Rhodes de- 
cided to go on to bigger things. He 
tried unsuccessfully for the AWA 
world’s heavyweight title held by 
Verne Gagne. Thechamp kept his title 
and Rhodes settled for the AWA tag 
titles with Larry “The Axe” Henning. 

“Sure, | was bad. Back then it was 
kill or be killed. Dick (Murdock) and | 
wanted to make a lot of money and 
own a home, and being bad was the 
way to do it. Later | chose to fight an- 
other way, and it was a good choice,” 
said Rhodes. : 

The desire for money is under- 
standable. Growing up on the wrong 
side of the tracks in Houston, Texas, 
Virgil Rhodes was the son of a hard- 
working plumber. ‘“‘My dad was a 
plumber all his life. He died on the 
job. He-worked hard all week, and 
wrestling on Fridays gave him a 
chance to blow off steam and express 
himself. As a kid, I'd go with him and 
eat popcorn and watch him scream. 
We loved it. Today, I’m one of the high- 
est-paid athletes in this country. | can 
make a million in one match.” 

The change from bad guy to hero 
came as a result of Dusty’s title-bid 
against Jack Brisco. “Back in 1974, | 
was in with Brisco for the belt. | su- 
plexed him and covered him for the 
pin. And this great world champion 
saved himself by putting his foot on 
the ropes. The people booed him and 


cheered me. Having people cheer 
changed me. | was changed for 
good.” 

Twice NWA world heavyweight 
champion, Dusty captured the belt 
both times from his arch-rival Harley 
Race. “It was the American Dream 
come true, Daddy! had pursued 
fame and fortune all my life and now | 
had it. It was the greatest day in my 
life.” His first reign in 1979 lasted only 
a few days (5), before Race took back 
the belt. Of course, Race was helped 
by the interference of ex-champ Terry 
Funk. Funk, who had lost the title to 
Race, broke Rhodes’ arm while out- 
side the ring. ‘I’ve been hurt worse,’ 
recalls Dusty. ‘‘Inmy career, I’ve had 
about 245 stitches, broke my collar- 
bone and both knees. Funk’s cheap 
trick only set me back a few months. 
No big deal, Jack!” 

Since then, the ‘‘American 
Dream” has warred unendingly with 


current NWA champ Ric Flair. “Just 
let me say, Ric Flair is a great cham- 
pion. | know how good he is, and he 
knows how good! am. He beat me for 
the first million-dollar purse in wres- 
tling. Joe Frazier was the referee and 
he stopped the match because | was 


‘bleeding. But, | beat Flair for the 


‘Champion Of Champions’ ring. | 
think the next Supercade will decide 
who is the better wrestler. You know, 
best two out of three.” 

Dusty’s masked twin, ‘The Mid- 
night Rider’, has again vanished. The 
unknown behemoth had come on the 
Florida scene while Rhodes was un- 
der suspension. Most fans were sure 
Rhodes and this mysterious man 
were one and the same. Dusty, of 
course, denied it. Like Rhodes, the 
Midnight Rider was able to beat Flair 
in a non-title bout. The Rider left the 
Sunshine State a few weeks before 
Dusty, himself, moved on. 
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Dusty drives an elbow into his opponent’s skull. 
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Insiders say Dusty’s double iden- 
tity is to insure more shots at NWA 
champ Ric Flair. According to some 
NWA promoters, Flair has given the 
Texan superstar more than enough 
title matches. They feel Ric has spent 
too much of his career beating 
Rhodes. If Dusty hasn’t regained the 
belt yet, hell never do it. Flair, in their 
opinion, is the better man and the 
fans don’t see Dusty as a serious 
threat to him anymore. Dusty’s sole 5- 
day reign as world champion isn’t 
enough to entitle him to title matches. 
The last time he won the NWA world 
title was August 21, 1979. The Ameri- 
can Dream pinned Harley Race, end- 
ing Race’s second reign as champ. 
Dusty won the title in Tampa, Florida 
and, 5 days later in Orlando, he lost it 
back to Race. 

Rhodes wentto Floridain 1983 and 
by himself, he drove out the Sinister 
Purple Haze and Kevin Sullivan. But, 
what did that accomplish? The Haze 
and Sullivan returned just as soon as 
Rhodes left. This year, in the Mid- 
South, Dusty waged war with Percy 
Pringle’s Army over a $2.50 plumbing 
bill. Dusty claimed Percy’s family had 
owed his father that money since 
1938. 

As NWA tag team champions, 
Dusty Rhodes and Manny Fernandez 
went looking for trouble. Without rea- 
son, they took on the awesome AWA 
champions—The Road Warriors. 
What is Dusty trying to do, kill him- 
self? 

You don’t see Kerry Von Erich or 
Jerry Lawler chasing down the big- 
gest stars in the country. Lawler and 
Von Erich are also likely candidates 
to defeat Flair. They wisely prefer to 
make an earnest reputation without 
risking everything. Lawler stays in 
Tennessee and Von Erich remains in 
Texas and with the World Class 
Group. The cross-country traveling 
by Rhodes each year alone is enough 
to wear him down. It’s time for Dusty 
to decide on one part of country and 
stay put. Wrestle there, make Flair 
come to you. In Supercades 1984 
and 1985, Rhodes wrestled Flair in 
Greensboro. Next time make Flair 
wrestle you in Texas. 


Rhodes’ current enemies include ‘Super Star’ Graham, Ernie Ladd and Rip ‘Hustler’ 
Rogers. 
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KEVIN SULLIVAN 


Evil-is it an act? 


Photos by Stephen Driscoll 
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Even Without makeup, Fallen Angel stands by her master. Sullivan claims to cast spells and predict future events. 


An act’s an act, right? That’s what 
most people thought when Kevin Sul- 
livan began his metamorphosis into 
the sadistic ‘Prince of Darkness.’ But 
now, nobody’s too sure. Satanic or 
not, Kevin: has degenerated into a 
very sick man. Who else but a sicko 
would rub Dusty Rhodes’ blood over 
his own? 

Asked if he minds being hated so 
much, Sullivan just laughs. He 
doesn’t worry about the type of peo- 
ple who support do-gooders like 
Dusty Rhodes and Mike Graham. 
“Those folks are the sick ones, not 
me,” he said. Kevin’s strange decline 
is probably the end result of many 
things. However, the main incident 
which directed Sullivan into the 
shadows was his break-up with Mike 
Graham. Together they had tag 
teamed in Florida. Then, at some 
point, Mike felt the need for a larger 
tag team partner. Kevin was on tour 
elsewhere, and Mike chose Dusty 
Rhodes. It was a wise choice, since 
both Kevin and Mike were often much 
shorter and lighter than their oppo- 
nents. 

Like a jilted lover, Kevin was left to 


fend for himself. The ‘Prince of Dark- 
ness’ says he doesn’t necessarily 
worship the Devil. “When | split from 
Mike, |-wanted to develop my mind 
and body as one. | learned from a 
Spiritual advisor called Abughda- 
dien. His methods are foreign to most 
people, and they end up misinterpret- 
ing them.” 

The native of Boston, Ma., claims 
he has never mentioned the Devil or 
Damnation. “It has nothing to do with 
emphasizing evil over good, it’s just 
strength over weakness. There’s no 
religious belief linked to it. You don’t 
have to be a Buddhist to practice 
Zen.” Still, it is hard to believe that 
there’s nothing but spiritual whole- 
ness involved in Sullivan’s elaborate 
makeup and hypnotic glare. If he’s 
notin league with the Devil, then what 
does he mean by ‘we are in the final 
days?’’ A recent tabloid article 
claimed the flamboyant Sullivan was 
turning his fellow brawny grapplers 
into whimpering zombies. The devil- 
ish wrestler denies it all. ‘People 
come to me seeking an answer.’ 

Buzz Sawyer, once a fiercely inde- 
pendent soul, did heel and sit at 


Kevin’s command. “Dusty Rhodes 
will one day willingly accept a dog 
collar from me. Every step is falling 
into place. One day soon, Rhodes will 
wrestle side by side with me. Then, 
he will be mine.” 

Any bizarre powers which Sullivan 
might have are very limited. He once 
had Bill ‘Superstar’ Graham in his 
family. That domination ended when 
Kevin commanded Bill to bludgeon 
his cousin, Mike. Instead, Billy turned 
on Sullivan and ‘The Family’. “When 
you look at me, you see the evil locked 
inside yourself. | use cosmic wisdom 
to release those powers.” If you be- 
lieve all the hype, he has the power to 
place curses on his enemies. At this 
moment, the Grahams and Dusty are 
under a Sullivan curse. 

Mike Graham doesn’t think much 
of Sullivan, Fallen Angel or those 
curses. “I’m from the old school,’ 
said the Prince. “As a wrestler. | don’t 
need grease paint or voodoo to es- 
tablish myself as a star. Sadly Kevin, 
who is just a phoney anyway, can’t 
get by on talent alone.” 

“Other than being silly enough to 
go along with Humperdink, Sullivan 
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is as normal as you or |. His dad was a 
cop and his mom worked in a school. 
Now does that sound like anything 
weird to you?” Before coming to Flor- 
ida in 1978, Kevin was a polite and 
popular rookie. 

“The fans have been behind me all 
the way, all the time,’ said Kevin ina 
1979 interview. “The fans like wres- 
tlers who are clean and scientific. Up 
to now that has applied to me. But | 
can only be pushed so far and | can 
only take so much. How would you 
feel if your opponents were con- 
stantly kicking and choking you? 
From now on, I’m going to fight fire 
with fire.’ A few months after making 
that statement, the 232-pound Sul- 
livan met a lady we know as Lock. 
Through her, and later with Fallen An- 
gel, Kevin discovered ‘the ESP 
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forces that surround the Family in 
Florida.” Dog collars and frightening 
black-and-white makeup appeared. 
“The white side of my face repre- 
sents Rhodes and the black side rep- 
resents me. Dusty knows|am his bad 
Karma and the darkness to his light.’ 

In another contemptible deed, 
Kevin body-slammed Debbie 
Combs. That’s right, Debbie Combs, 
the lady wrestler. Fallen Angel was 
losing her match against Combs, 
when her mentor interfered. First Sul- 
livan bodyslammed her, then he lifted 
her once again to inflict a back 
breaker. The macabre master has no 
respect for women. This is obvious in 
his treatment of Lock and Fallen An- 
gel. They aren’t just assistants or fe- 
male valets, they are slaves. 

“The Lock and Fallen Angel aren’t 
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jealous of each other. We are all Fam- 
ily. |am their spiritual advisor, as | am 
to everyone.” 

If there were any Kevin Sullivan 
fans, they must have looked for an- 
other hero when he humiliated Dusty 
Rhodes’ sister on local television. On 
the occasion of Dusty’s tenth year as 
the American Dream, the ‘Prince of 
Darkness’ pitched a bottle of ink at 
Rhodes’ sister. This led to all-out 
combat between the former NWA 
champ and the odd ball. “| warned 
Rhodes of the bad karma which 
would fall on his house. | tried to pre- 
vent all this. If only Rhodes and the 
others would give up their resistance, 
no one would have to get hurt.” 

“Iflaninsane, atleast I’m success- 
ful at being insane,” said Kevin Sul- 
livan. 
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PAUL ORNDORFF 
Is He The Next WWF Champion? 


By Mike Bellew 
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On a recent tour of the Orient, Orndorff gave his Japanese counterp 
wrestling they could handle. 


They say he’s going to be the ‘in- 
terim’ champion. While Hulk Hogan 
has surgery on his troublesome 
knees, Paul Orndorff is going to be 
the man to beat. The mysterious Mr. 
Vince McMahon, Jr. has been testing 
the waters. ‘Mr. Wonderful’ has main- 
evented at the Philadelphia Spec- 
trum, Pittsburgh, Boomington, MN, 
and Madison Square Garden. So far, 
so good, he’s done well. 

22,000 fans showed up when he 
and Andre The Giant beat Rowdy 
Roddy Piper and Cowboy Bob Orton 
at the Garden. That’s about the same 
as anytime Hulk Hogan has ap- 
peared. No one is sure if McMahon 
really plans to replace the 6’3” Hulk 
with the 5'10” Orndorff. If so, Paul will 
have a large pair of shoes to fill. After 
all, isn’t Hogan responsible for the 
huge following of teenagers and 
women now interested in wrestling? 


Aside from his athletic prowess, can 
Paul match Hogan’s flair for excite- 
ment? These questions must be an- 
swered before ‘Mr. Wonderful’ can 
assume the throne. 

Ayear ago, no one would have ever 
thought twice about Orndorff. It 
wasn’t until his major falling out with 
cohorts Roddy Piper and Orton, that 
we started to think kindly of the up-till- 
then obnoxious egomaniac. It all hap- 
pened during the big Wrestle Mania 
Show. Paul got clobbered while hold- 
ing Hogan helplessly in a full-nelson. 
Bob Orton, Jr., who was acting as a 
second to Piper and Orndorff, 
climbed the ring ropes aiming to hit 
the Hulkster. At the last second, Ho- 
gan ducked and ‘Mr. Wonderful’ got 
tagged. ‘“You just can’ttrust anyone,’ 
said Paul. Following this assault, Paul 
also broke from then manager Bobby 
Heenan. The two have since warred 


across the country, with Heenan try- 
ing to find someone who can give 
Orndorff a lesson in loyalty. 

‘Mr. Wonderful’ was also involved 
in another serious incident last year. 
During amatchin Scranton, PA., Paul 
was attacked by a group of fans. The 
mob kicked and hit the then-bad guy 
with a chair. The wrestler struggled to 
his feet and swung his arms to grab at 
least one of his assailants, but in- 
stead he hit 81 year-old Elmer 
Biemueller accidently. The blow 
broke three of Elmer’s false teeth and 
fractured a bone near his eye. The 
promoter involved tried to please Mr. 
Biemueller by offering him free tick- 
ets to the next card and a chance to 
meet Orndorffin the dressing rooms. 
At last report, Elmer turned down the 
less-than-generous offer and was 
planning to sue Orndorff and the 
WWF. 
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Orndorff vs. Fujinami 
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Born in Tampa, Florida, Orndorff 
would not make the most trustworthy 
champion. He has a long history of 
switching from good guy to bad guy. 
His talent has never been denied. Did 
not Larry Zbyszko hire Killer Brooks 
to wrestle Paul, rather than face ‘Mr. 
Wonderful’ himself? In Georgia and 
the Carolinas, Orndorff had been 
steady tag team partners with Jimmy 
‘Superfly’ Snuka. Together, they even 
won the Mid-States tag team titles. 
However, when Paul moved into 
WWF, where Snuka was already an 
established star, Orndorff did his best 
to cripple his former friend. Such a 
man is not only disloyal, but he’s dia- 
bolical. 

He once referred to the fans as: ‘‘all 
jealous of Mr. Wonderful because 
they can’t be like me. I’ve got looks, 
muscles and talent. Who could want 
more?”’ Is this the man you really 
want wearing the WWF world’s 


heavyweight championship belt? 

The muscle-man swagger is still 
there, and he still poses at the end of 
practically every match. Modesty is 
something Paul Orndorff will never 
understand. Even his grudge 
matches with Piper, Orton and 
Heenan are ego-related. He’s not tak- 
ing on his old partners for the sake of 
truth, justice and the American Way. 
Paul is out to prove he’s better than 
they are. Likewise, Orndorff knows 
the best way to please his new 
bosses is to weed out these trouble- 
some characters. Hulk Hogan is cer- 
tainly pleased that his opponents 
must now get through ‘Mr. Wonderful’ 
before they can get a crack at him. 

Tag teaming with Hogan isn’t one 
of Paul’s favorite pastimes. At certain 
times in their recent victory over Piper 
and Orton, Orndorff looked annoyed 
with his slightly slower partner. Even 
from the cheapest seat in the Gar- 
den, you could see Paul shake his 
head or appear to be muttering under 
his breath when the Hulkster missed 
a flying elbow drop or didn’t tag-out 
quick enough. Perhaps ‘Mr. Wonder- 
ful’ just doesn’t like sharing the lime- 
light with a man bigger than himself. 
Even teamed with the 7’4” Andre, 
Orndorff made sure he scored the 
pin. To do so, he leaped into the ring 
illegally and pinned Piper, while the 
Giant slugged it out with the more 
dangerous Orton. 

“My past was my past,” said Orn- 
dorff during a recent Piper’s Pit. “I’m 
a new man now.’ Seems like we’ve 
heard that before. 

lf Paul Orndorff does inherit the 
WWE title, then even more world rec- 
ognition will go to Ric Flair. Like it or 
not, the crafty bleached blonde NWA 
champion has beaten ‘Mr. Wonder- 
ful’ at least four times across the 
country. He pinned Orndorff twice in 
Kansas City, MO., once in Tampa, 
FLA., and won on a disqualification in 
Georgia. The two have probably met 
more than this, but the fact remains 
the NWA champ has beaten this pos- 
sible WWF champ four times. 

“Paul will make a great regional 
champion,” said Flair in a telephone 
interview. “World champion? There’s 
only one and that’s me. I’ve beaten 
Orndorff. It mustn't have been much 
of a match because | hardly remem- 
ber wrestling Paul. When you wrestle 
300 times a year, the minor oppo- 
nents are quickly forgotten.’ Other 
than Rick Flair, no one-would ever 


consider Orndorff minor. Outside of 
wrestling, Paul has a long list of 
credits. In football, he was State Ath- 
lete of The Year twice, and he played 
pro ball for the Kansas City Chiefs. In 
bodybuilding, his massive arms and 
back have earned him fitness titles 
such as ‘Best Triceps’ and ‘Best 
Shoulders’. In wrestling, Paul has al- 
ready held the Mid-South tag team 
title and the Missouri State title. No 


matter what Flair or the record books 
say, only arematch would actually de- 
cide who is the real world champion. 

Orndorff, like many of the WWF 
wrestlers, doesn’t like interviews 
from other magazines. So, when ap- 
proached for a few comments, Paul 
just pushed past and mumbled: “‘l 
don’t need stories, I’m title bound.” 
Despite his rudeness, WRESTLING 
EYE would go along with that. 


Paul ig;an awesome looking athlete. 
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MEDIA REPORT 


TV Wrestling 


by Ed Garea 


A high-ranking CBS executive re- 
marked recently that he had seen the 
future of television and that it was 
wrestling. It would certainly seem to 
be the case, based on what we’ve 
seen so far on the tube. One can’t 
turn the dial anymore without wit- 
nessing at least some part of a wres- 
tling show, either a televised show or 
highlights on the local news. The in- 
flux of cable and its need for original 
(?) programming has been the big- 
gest boost to date. Even staid ESPN, 
once quoted as stating that wrestling 


22 WRESTLING EYE 


Hulk Hogan as the formidable Thunderlips vs. Rocky (Sylvester Stallone). 


and roller derby would never be 
shown, finally threw in the towel and 
admitted the obvious: wrestling is 
popular. But with the glut of televised 
wrestling, which shows are worth- 
while and which are not even worth 
the trouble of turning the dial? Follow- 
ing is a listing of wrestling shows by 
federation. Though | shall give a brief 
synopsis and review of each show, it 
is ultimately up to you, the viewer, to 
decide. 
World Wrestling Federation 

Championship Wrestling (Syndi- 


cated)—The meat and potatoes of 
the WWF, this taped hour is hosted by 
Vince McMahon, promoter of the 
WWF, with former WWF champ 
Bruno Sammartino to provide the 
color. Emanating from Poughkeep- 
sie, New York, this show features the 
antics of Roddy Piper in his “pit” 
along with the biggest and most- 
hyped WWF stars. If your taste is 
slanted toward the WWF (not every- 
one’s is), this should be your main 
view. 

All-Star Wrestling (Syndicated) This is 


the other WWF taped show and ema- 
nates from Bradford, Ontario with Go- 
rilla Monsoon as the host (replacing 
the recently missing and presumably 
fired Jack Reynolds) and Jesse ‘The 
Body” Ventura as Colorman. This 
show does not differ in form from the 
previous show, except that Ventura 
does the Piper chores in a segment 
called “The Body Shop,” and Cana- 
dian wrestlers are frequently fea- 
tured. Monsoon is dull, to say the 
least, as the anchor (Reynolds was 
no great shakes either, but at least he 
worked better with Ventura), but Ven- 
tura is a positive find as the color 
commentator. However, one still has 
to watch the same WWF wrestlers, 
and that can be depressing. 
Superstars of Wrestling (Syndicated) 
The title is a misnomer, since the only 
superstars on this show are those of 
the WWF, and as we all know, there 
do exist other wrestling federations. 
This is a taped highlights show 
hosted by Vince McMahon himself, 
featuring bouts from both previously 
mentioned shows as well as arena 
matches. This is virtually the same 
show as All-American Wrestling 
which is seen on the USA network, 
but gives one extra of sorts that the 
other show does not. This added 
“treat’’ is a highlight or two from 
Wrestling TNT (mentioned later). For 
those who don’t have cable, or for 
those who do and actually want to 
see these embarrassments again, 
this segment can be a plus (don't 
count on it ). 

All-American Wrestling (USA Net- 
work) Almost the same show as Su- 
perstars, only Gene Okerlund is the 
host. If highlights is your bag, this is 
your show. Okerlund attempts to sup- 
ply some slight humor with a seg- 
ment in which he supposedly takes 
calls from Ronald Reagan to John 
McEnroe. More embarrassing than 
funny. 

Prime Time Wrestling (USA Network) 


Hosted by Gorilla Monsson (again re- 
placing Jack Reynolds) and Jesse 
Ventura, this two hour show features 
a card from a different WWF arena 
each week. The cards were taped ata 
previous date and are missing their 
main events, leaving the viewer with 
two hours of preliminary matches. As 
one might expect, the glamour wears 
off very quickly and intense boredom 
sets in. Recommended only for those 
who just can’t seem to get enough of 
WWF wrestling. 

Wrestling TNT (USA Network) Easily 


the worst show of any kind ever tele- 
vised, even surpassing Jim Bouton’s 
famous Ball Four. Vince McMahon is 
the host, doing his impression of 
Johnny Carson on massive steroids. 
“| ord’’ Al Hayes, ever so dapper in 
the cheesiest tuxedos ever made, 
does his impression of Lou Costello 
in the role of comic relief. Ostensibly, 
this is an interview show focusing on 
WWE stars; proving indeed that it is 
hard for these characters to stay in 
character for any length of time with- 
out appearing to be psychotic. 
Though this is bad enough, McMa- 
hon tops this charade by staging vari- 
ous skits involving the wrestlers. For 
instance, one show featured the liv- 
ing quarters of the Missing Link, a 


We % 
Kerry Von Erich, a natural television star. 


cave ever so conveniently located on 
the set itself. A recent visit to Terry 
Funk in a Texas bar found him desert- 
ing his poker game to molest Tony 
Garea, who was passing time at the 
bar. As the show closed, the cleaning 
crew swept up the poker chips and 
what was obviously play money from 
the floor. No attempt was even made 
to hide this from the viewer. One 
would also assume that with its fre- 
quent references to body hair, body 
odor, and various sexual problems 
that the show’s writer was Kraft-Ebb- 
ing. My only suggestion is to tape a 
show and then run it for someone you 
no longer wish to see; it should do the 
trick. 

American Wrestling Association Pro 
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Wrestling USA (Syndicated)—Much 
like the basic AWA tapings, only set in 
Atlantic City, N.J. Features AWA 
stars, though NWA stars are also 
promised. Ken Resnick hosts with 
Verne Gagne, Bob Backlund or 
Buddy Rogers lending a hand. The 
show mixes AWA stars with local New 
Jersey preliminary wrestlers. Not ex- 
actly boring, but not thrilling either. 
AWA On ESPN (ESPN)—Finally, 
ESPN has awrestling show. Did they 
make a good choice? Well, they could 
have done better, such as featuring 
either the Ann Gunkle show or the 
Mid-South show. Unfortunately, this 
is the same as every other AWA tap- 
ing, Only it runs for ninety minutes. An 
attempt to make more use of the tal- 
ents of Larry Zbyszko, via an inter- 
view corner, only makes it seem to be 
a poor impression of Roddy Piper. 
Rumor has it that the Von Erich World 
Class show will replace it. | hope so. 
Crockett Promotions 

World Championship Wrestling 
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(TBS)—The Crocket glamour show, 
shown on Superstation TBS through- 
out the U.S. Features the Crockett 
Mid-Atlantic gang: Dusty Rhodes, 
Magnum TA, the Koloffs, Tully Blan- 
chard and Baby Doll, the Andersons, 
ad infinitum. The hype seems to over- 
shadow the grappling, but a nice 
change from the ubiquitous WWF 
shows. As it is the same show as the 
Mid-Atlantic taping, except for venue, 
one review will cover both shows. 
There is also a highlights show on 
TBS on Sunday. 
Von Erich Promotions 

World Class Wrestling (Syndicated; 
MSG Channel; Christian Broadcast 
Network)—a very tight, well-paced 
hour of wrestling. Announcer Bill 
Mercer keeps the comments to a min- 
imum, letting the action speak for it- 
self. Also, the hype is toned down in 
favor of the wrestling, which is con- 
sistently good; even the prelim bouts 
carry some excitement. The only 
drawback to the show is that it some- 


times seems like a Von Erich Revival 
Hour, but that is minor. My hat is off to 
the Von Erichs for a job well done. 
Mid-South Promotions 

Mid-South Wrestling (Syndicated)—| 
would be hard pressed to choose be- 
tween this show and the Von Erich 
show as my favorite, | like them both 
so much. This is one good show; sixty 
minutes that often feel like five. The 
function of a televised wrestling show 
should be to showcase the talent in 
the promotion; to whet the fans’ ap- 
petite for more and draw them to the 
arena. In this respect, the show is an 
absolute success. The talent in the 
Mid-South may not always be the 
tops, but one would never guess that 
by watching the show. Another fea- 
ture of this show that | like is the judi- 
cious use of wrestling videos. They 
provide an entertaining diversion and 
are never overdone. This show used 
to be on TBS until Crockett managed 
to pull the plug on it. | can’t say | 
blame him in the least: his show ab- 


solutely pales by comparison. 
Florida 

Championship Wresiling From Florida 
(Syndicated)—Once a popular show, 
now one that has fallen on hard times 
due to the exodus of talent and the 
unfortunate death of Eddie Graham. 
Son Mike tries to hold things together 
but it is rough and the show reflects 
that fact. Not much talent here, and 
the team of Gordon Solie and Buddy 
Colt at the mike are as unenthusiastic 
as the talent that toils for them. Wres- 
tling in Florida was once very popular, 
but the infusion of terminal silliness 
into the TV tapings helped kill the au- 
dience slowly but surely. Let this be 
an object lesson to other promoters: 
fans don’t always appreciate endless 
hype. They like to see good wrestling 
also. 

In addition to the aforementioned 
shows are the three-hour spectacu- 
lars on cable networks that emanate 
from the arena. For example, Madi- 
son Square Garden monthly cards 
are carried on the MSG network. 
Cards from the Spectrum in Philadel- 
phia are carried on the Prism Net- 
work, and so on. These are infinitely 
more enjoyable than the regular tele- 
vision tapings, for the cards are com- 
plete and live. No waiting for results of 
the big match. However, these are in- 
accessible for those who do not have 
cable. Till then, those of you who do 
not yet have cable in your area must 
depend on the TV tapings as your 
main source of wrestling entertain- 
ment. 

In this writer’s opinion, the future of 
wrestling on cable appears to be a 
dubious prospect at best. Right now 
there is a need for wrestling, as it is 
considered a hot item and there is a 
need for programming to fill time on 
the cable networks. A wrestling show 
is both cheap (as the promoters buy 
the time from the network) and profit- 
able to run. But as more and more 
homes become wired for cable, the 
long run of televised wrestling may 
slow down. As more subscribers join 
a network, it becomes more ratings- 
conscious, for it then needs to hold 
on to those customers. If wrestling 
remains a hot item, then there is no 
problem. But two factors weigh 
against this. First, the increasingly 
sideshow aspect of the sport. When 
the hype and antics push the actual 
grappling into the background, this 
becomes an admission by the pro- 
moters that they do not have much of 
a product to begin with. Also, while 


Jesse ‘The Body’ Venture—is he the best? 


gimmickry can be fascinating at first, 
there is only so much one can take 
before becoming sated and thus 
bored. Second, and more important 
in the long run, there is simply too 
much wrestling on the tube. In my 
home area, the New York metropoli- 
tan area, itis possible for me, with the 
use of my trusty VCR, to actually view 
twelve hours of professional wres- 
tling every Saturday (counting an oc- 
casional MSG spectacular). Taking 
an entire week into account, it is pos- 
sible to view up to twenty-five hours. 


This is one hour more than an entire 
day and entirely insane. 

Wrestling promoters would be wise 
to remember the old tale about new 
workers in a candy store. They are 
allowed to help themselves to all the 
candy they want at first, with the 
result that they soon become sick of 
their product. The same thing will 
eventually happen to wrestling, with 
the WWF, as the biggest investor in 
television, coming out as the biggest 
loser. Stay tuned, the best is yet to 
come. 
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KERRY VON ERICH 
lf You Really Want The Title, Get Dirty? 


Photos by Stephan Driscoll & Gene Gordon 
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A flying arm-drag takes Janetty to the canvas. Kerry is fast as well as incredibly strong. 


By Chris Matthews 


Here's a young, fast-moving goli- 
ath who appears to have everything 
going for him. What possible reason 
could he have for rule-breaking? 
Kerry Von Erich becoming a heel is 
like Madonna joining a convent—it 
just ain’t going to happen; or so peo- 
ple think. 

Kerry, who was born in Buffalo, NY, 
has already experienced the thrill of 
strapping on Ric Flair’s ‘precious 10- 
pounds of gold. Arguably the finest- 
conditioned and most popular living 
wrestler, Von Erich has proven he is 
capable of winning the NWA world’s 
heavyweight title. Moreover, after the 
‘Pin-Up Boy’ beat Flair before 44,000 
screaming fans; he also captured 
something else besides the world ti- 
tle—he earned mucho respect. No 


longer was he just ‘one of the Von 
Erich brothers. For a period of 18 
days Kerry stood alone atop the wres- 
tling world. And although his reign 
was short and sweet, the resident of 
Denton, Texas loved every minute of 
it. 

A year has gone by since the 25- 
year-old Von Erich last touched the 
belt. He has since fallen back to 
Earth, winning an occasional re- 
gional championship with his broth- 
ers. At first one might think Kerry 
would be content with this. After alll, 
he is one of the most admired ath- 
letes of the ’80’s. Not just in Texas, 
‘World Class Championship Wres- 
tling’ is also the most popular TV 
show in Israel, Cyprus, Lebanon, 
Syria and Jordan. But don’t kid your- 


self, the world title means everything 
to Kerry. He'll also be the first to state 
that a wrestler’s popularity has noth- 
ing to do with his ability to win the 
NWA title. 

Kerry realizes his record had better 
show a good many wins against high 
quality opposition. Victories over the 
same stale competition (Chris Ad- 
ams, One-Man Gang, and Gino 
Hernandez) aren’t enough. Going 
back will allow him to break away from 
his father’s organization. I'd like to 
see if Kerry can hold his own with 
Jerry Lawless, Sgt. Slaughter or Bob 
Backlund. Even if he can beat those 
men, it’ll require several attempts to 
regain the belt. We all know how 
tough Flair is when he’s pushed. 

With everything considered | raise 
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ALAS 


Bible ates 
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It’s hard to say what Kevin Von Erich’s reaction will beifhis brother | Kerry Von Erich vs. Marty Janetty 
becomes a rule breaker. 


Aside from the ‘Claw Hold, Kerry is also an expert with the 
Janetty tries to keep his balance as Kerry prepares to flip him. ‘Sleeper Hold.’ 


Kerry means a lot to his fans, most of whom are women. 


the question, can Kerry hold the NWA 
world championship and remain true 
to the Von Erich tradition of scientific 
sportsmanship? 

The thought of Kerry breaking 
away from his family to pursue the 
title is an unthinkable one to most 
folks. However, Kerry wants his title 
back so badly that perhaps his think- 
ing might be clouded. Look for him to 
use more aggressive, even brutal tac- 
tics in 1986. His ego may also encour- 
age his rule-breaking. To plug their 
show in the Mid-East, the Von Erichs 
went on a brief promotional tour. The 
response was unbelievable. In Tel 
Aviv, hundreds of fans blocked down- 
town traffic for a glimpse of their he- 
roes. In the city of Nazareth, the po- 
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lice had to extract the wrestlers from 
the crush of thousands of admirers. 
With such world-wide support how 
long can Kerry remainso humble and 
modest? 


Take a look at the rise of Larry Zby- 
szko. When this good guy turned 
bad, he lost all fan support but, at the 
same time, his name rose on the list 
of wrestling’s elite class. Five years 
later, he’s still there. Face it, hitting 
Flair with a steel chair is a lot better 
than drawing with him in a scientific 
encounter. 

Rulebreaking may also save Von 
Erich’s life and limbs. At 250 Ibs., 
Kerry is sometimes outweighed by 
more than 200 Ibs. Fat men like 


Crusher Blackwell, Kimala, and Chi- 
cago’s One-Man Gang all hold gru- 
eling victories over him. In Kerry’s 
first match in New England, the 487 
Ib. Gang had his way over him. Only 
the fact that One-Man was disquali- 
fied for hitting the referee, saved 
Kerry from defeat. 


lf Wrestling’s answer to Holly- 

wood's Tom Cruise does become a 

bad guy, it wouldn’t last long. Know- 

ing Kerry’s moral fiber, it Shouldn't 

last more than a few matches. How- 

ever, if he goes back to being good, 

don’t expect his second reign to last - 
much longer than the first. Trying to 

obey the rules won’t work against a 

good many of his challengers. 


Outside the ring, Kerry is just as dangerous. 
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GRUDGE MATCH TRIGGERS 
BLOODY RIOT 


Rick Link vs. Animal. 


aa — 


Link stomps the larynx of the Animal. Unable to control the two 
bloodthirsty wrestlers, the referee disqualified both. 


With blood cascading down both their faces, Animal pulls at Link’s ear. 


1985 wasa year which contained plenty of brutality; but® 
and dangerous as the recent war between the Animal 
ring on achain) and Rick Link. Both gargantuans lose 

a hundred transfusions. 


OUT OF THE PA) 


The B lid 
e Bulldod’ 
Brower g 


Text & Photos by Mike O’Hara 

In the annals of wrestling history, 
you probably won't find a more 
unique figure than this powerhouse 
from the State of Delaware. Traveling 
around the world on 11 different oc- 
casions, Dick ‘The Bulldog’ Brower 
has been loved and hated by fans in 
every corner of the globe. 

Known as ‘The One Man Riot 
Squad, Brower once proclaimed 
himself as ruthless. “| have injured 
and retired more wrestlers than any- 
one else. I’m also the most disquali- 
fied wrestler there ever was,” said 
Dick. “‘! didn’t care about the rules. 
I’ve broken every one of them and 
added a page or two of new illegal 
tactics. This wrestling business is for 
men, not boys. | wasn’t out to win any 
popularity contests. | didn’t go 
around kissing babies, shaking 
hands with fans, or signing dumb au- 
tographs. | went out and won 
matches. If a guy got hurt, tough nug- 
gies.” 

To name Brower’s opponents and 
accomplishments would take much 
too long. It’s simply easier to say he 
took on the very best over the past 
three decades and very few times did 
he feel the sting of the canvas slap 
hard against his burly shoulders. A 
loner by nature, few got to see the 
other side of him—the side filled with 
laughter. Dick could find the humor in 
every situation. He looked at his pro- 
fession as a job, and went out there 
and earned his money. 

Dick can even laugh about the time 
Tony Garea, Jay Strongbow and Ivan 
Putski conspired to have him de- 
clared mentally incompetent to wres- 
tle. “They didn’t mean any harm,’ re- 
calls Brower. “They were just afraid of 
me coming into their territory.” 

Currently in semi-retirement, Dick 
Brower spoke at length about his 
past. “You know, my life has been 
filled with ups and downs. But I’ve 
never regretted anything I’ve done. 
I’ve lived life always as a winner. From 
the day | got into wrestling, | knew it 
would take me right to the top. I’m not 
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Dick ‘The Bulldog’ Brower. © 
Dick was 

the Canadian heavyweight 
champion at one time. ® 


Brower snarls as he locks up 
Charlie Brown in a headlock. 


Brower in a typical pose before a match. 


the retiring type. I’ve had quite a few 
offers by promoters both here and 
abroad to come back, but so far noth- 
ing looks too appealing. I’ve also 
been offered spots as a manager, 
which is something | could go for. | 
must look at it from the financial 
standpoint, so the right kind of money 
has to be there before I’m going to 
make a move.” 

Brower—who stands only 5'7”, but 
weighs 275 lbs.—made his fame with 
a variety of crazy antics. He and 
George ‘The Animal’ Steele were 
among the first ‘nut jobs’ to appear in 
the WWF. His head-rolling routine 
may have been hard on the eyes, but 
it got him title cracks at Bruno Sam- 
martino, Pedro Morales and Bob 
Backlund. At the point Brower was 
wrestling Backlund, he was old 
enough to be the defending champ’s 
father. 

“| spent most of my time working 
the promotions on the East-coast. 
There was always so much work for 
me there that | never considered 


A doctor checks on Brower before a match in New York City. 


other parts of the United States. If | 
wasn’t working for McMahon, Sr. in 
New York, I’d be up in Toronto for Tun- 
ney or working Eastern States for Pe- 
dro Martinez or the Sheik. | didn’t 
have to kill myself with a crazy driving 
schedule,’ he continued. “A few 
months in one promotion and then it 
was on to the next. I’d usually do a full 
circle within two or three years and 
then it was time to do it all over again.” 


Brower failed to win the WWF title. 
“! was disqualified in most of those 
maiches. At times | deserved it, but at 
other times my reputation preceded 
me. The referees just waited for me to 
get out of hand.’ Dick also tried un- 
successfully for the NWA title. He 
wrestled Lou Thesz, Whipper Wat- 
son, Dick Hutton, Pat O’Connor and 
Buddy Rogers when they ruled. 

Dick retired after his last world tour. 
“| loved working overseas. | liked the 
money and | liked the beer in Austra- 
lia, New Zealand, Japan, Singapore, 
Malayasia and so many others. !can’t 


even namethem all. My career ended 
when | was working the Middle East 
with an injured foot. | had it checked 
in the States before | left and the doc- 
tor gave me the O.K. Well anyway, 
about my fourth day over there, | was 
in serious pain, | checked with a doc- 
tor, who said | had gangrene in the 
foot and it had to be treated right 
away.” 

“| got on the Concorde jet, all se- 
dated and everything, and flew back 
home. It would have been one of the 
biggest thrills in my life being on that 
plane, but | had so much pain killer in 
me, | didn’t know if | was coming or 
going.” 

“After taking care of the foot, | gave 
it a lot of thought and decided that 
there was a reason for all of this. I’ve 
done it all. I’ve seen it all and I’ve 
made plenty of money in my day. | 
guess it was time to stop and smell 
the roses, as they say. That’s what 


_ I’ve been doing, but watch out! You 


never know when Dick ‘The Bulldog’ 
Brower might return.” 
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THE BEST TAG TEAMS TODAY 


Photos by Stephan Driscoll, Gene Gordon and Mike O’Hara 


by Mike Bellew 
Starting from the top, here we go: 


ROCK ’N’ ROLL EXPRESS—Ricky 
Morton and Robert Gibson are full of 
flash and high energy, but they lack 
the poundage usually associated 
with pro wrestlers. Reported to weigh 
445 lbs.—combined—they look even 
lighter. Wrestling in the Southeast, 
the Express had won the Mid-South 
and Southern tag team champion- 
ships. NWA world tag team champi- 
ons since July 9, 1985, Morton and 
Gibson show no signs of slowing 
down. The Express beat then cham- 
pions Nikita Koloff and Krusher 
Khruschev for the World belts in 
Shelby, North Carolina. This was a 
TV taping for World Wide Wrestling, 
and their single match and follow-up 
interviews took up the whole hour. 


BRUTUS BEEFCAKE AND GREG 
‘THE HAMMER” VALENTINE—One 
of the larger pair of wrestlers, this 
team beat Mike Rotundo and Barry 
Windham—two-time world champ- 
ions—for the WWF tag team titles. 
Managed by Johnny Valiant and 
Jimmy ‘The Mouth of The South’ 
Hart, the wrestlers began their reign 
on August 31, 1985. The WWF cham- 
pions have the toughest competition 
of any tag team champions—includ- 
ing: the ‘Killer Bees’ and the ‘British 
Bulldogs. Don’t expect Beefcake 
and Valentine to have any trouble 
from the ‘American Express.’ Ques- 
tions have arisen as to how long 
Windham and Rotundo will stay to- 
gether. Windham may soon rejoin his 
dad ‘Blackjack’ McGulligan, while 
Rotundo eyes the Intercontinental ti- 
tle. The team of Jimmy Brunzell and 
Brian Blair is likely to dethrone the 
current titleholders. 


THE KOLOFFS—Former NWA 
champions Nikita Koloff and Krusher 
Khruschev (not to mention their advi- 
sor, Uncle Ivan Koloff) are still a pow- 
erful combination. Though turned 
back by Ric Flair for the world title, 
Krusher is still highly rated as an indi- 
vidual wrestler. Nikita and Krusher 
are guided by Ivan Koloff, a former 
WWE world champion. The trio may 
give the new division of six-men tag 
teams needed credence. 
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‘The Fantastics'—Bobby Fulton and Tommy Rogers 


VELVET McINTYRE AND DESIREE 
PETERSEN—The lady tag team 
champions, Desiree Petersen re- 
placed Wenona Little Heart, the origi- 
nal champion. Because of the small 
amount of world-class lady wrestlers, 
Mcintyre and Petersen are another 
team likely to be pulled apart by ego 
and individual commitments. Al- 
ready, Desiree is touted as the 
woman likely to beat Wendi Ritcher 
for the Ladies Individual belt. For 
now, they are an outstanding duo. 


THE ROAD WARRIORS—AWA 
champions since Sept. 25, 1984, 
Hawk and Animal look as fresh as 
ever. The expected break-up has yet 
to happen. If anything, the Warriors 
have improved since winning the 
belts. Remember that a pair of old- 
timers, Baron Von Raschke and the 
Crusher, turned them away as chal- 
lengers many times. The Animal and 
Hawk are looking towards shots at 
Martel’s and Flair's individual titles. 
Rumor-has it, the Warriors may go to 
the WWF in 1986. The only hold-out, 
so far, is Precious Paul Ellering, who 
would have to turn over ‘mucho’ au- 


thority to the almighty Vince McMa- 
hon, Jr. 


FABULOUS ONES—The forerun- 
ners of the ROCK 'N’ ROLL EX- 
PRESS, the FABULOUS FREE- 
BIRDS, the FANTASTICS, and the 
“ROCKERS.” Former US junior 
heavyweight champions Steve Keirn 
and Stan Lane formed their team in 
1980. Dressed in colorful outfits of 
tuxedoes, matching tights and bow 
ties, the ‘FABULOUS ONES’ often 
enter the ring to the tune of ‘Foot- 
loose. Both wrestlers had teamed 
with others; Stan Lane with Byran St. 
John and Keirn with Mike Graham. 


Never world champions, tne Fabu- 
lous Ones tried severai times to un- 
seat AWA champions, | he Road War- 
riors. Their flash and dash just wasn’t 
enough against the raw brutality of 
Hawk and Animal. In recent months, 
little has been seen or heard from ei- 
ther Keirn or Lane. 


THE FANTASTICS—Bobby Fulton 
and Tommy Rogers are headed 


MATCH OF THE MONTH 


Dennis Brown Defeats Iceman Parson— 
Iceman Parson watches in dismay as Brown is counted -” * St. Lou is 5 Ni O. 


out of the ring. Dennis, thus, kept his belt. 


Parson was really puil _.™ Wer this arm 
defending NWA jr. he: ; - got offtoas 
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EYE-OPENNING 
ACTION ck MONTH 


DEBI: LiInG 


DON’T MISS A SINGLE 
PILE-DRIVING ISSUE 
SUBSCRIBE NOW AT THIS 
LOW PRICE!!! 


16 PAGES OF COLOR IN 
WRESTLING’S BIGGEST 
MAGAZINE 82 ACTION 


oon INSIDE STORIES ON 
=. WRESTLING GREATS OF 
: aa | TODAY AND YESTERDAY! 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
JEMS IN es 

P.O. BOX 

NORTH BERGEN, NJ 07047 


E YEAR SUBSCRIPTION US $24.00 
ag EXCITING ISSUES) 


CANADA & FOREIGN $30.00 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 
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STREET 

CITY 
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T’WAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS GUARANTEE: 


If we receive your order by December 16, 1985 we absolutely guarantee 
your game will reach your doorstep by Christmas!! 


SUPERSTAR PRO WRESTLING GAME 
‘‘PROMOTER’S DREAM” EDITION 


RINGSIDE SEAT 

Now you can have a ringside seat to the 
greatest pro wrestling matches of all time! Ex- 
perience all the action of live matches right in 
your very own home! It’s true — only you can 
sanction Title Defenses and no-holds-barred 
Texas Death matches! For added excitement, 
arrange Tag Teams, Battle Royals and Steel 
Cage grudge matches! It’s up to you to deter- 
mine the world champion of the Superstar 
Wrestling Federation! 


YOU’RE THE WRESTLER 

You exchange forearms and dropkicks with 
your foe. Suddenly, you're locked in a python-like 
bear hug. But, instead of submitting, you break 
the hold and counter with an explosion of elbow 
smashes, followed by a bone-crushing body- 
slam! Excitement like this truly radiates from 
each and every match! 


WE’VE GOT THE SOLUTION 

We get lots of mail, tons of it! And almost 
everybody says the same thing: ‘You left out 
ActionCards for my favorite wrestlers ... Please 
make ActionCards for these wrestlers ”...We 
get the point! There are hundreds and hundreds 
of professional wrestlers, both past and present 
» (not to mention the future). We thought about the 
dilemma and our staff finally came up with the 
solution... 


ANYTHING GOES 

We’re unleashing the ‘‘Promoter’s Dream Edi- 
tion.”” We designed 60 new ActionCards utilizing 
our unique and copyrighted ‘“‘game-system.”’ But 
here’s the kicker...now you can fill in the 
names of your favorite wrestlers on the Action- 
Cards!!! As promoter, you can now create your 
ultimate tag-teams!!! You can even turn yourself 
and your friends into professional wrestlers!!! 


ACTIONCARDS 

Players have the opportunity to imagine 
themselves as the big-time promoter, the 
mischievous manager and especially a world 
famous wrestler! 

Each of the 60 ActionCards are rated for ability 
in singles matches as well as tag-team matches. 
The data is computer-generated and based on 
the ring performances of professional wrestlers. 
You decide on your favorite wrestler’s skill level 
(or your own, for that matter) and label your cards 
accordingly. 

Some of the cards will be awesome — real 
main event caliber — and others will be 
atrocious — bums forever destined to 
preliminary status! But the choice is yours since 
only you decide on the wrestler!! 


EQUIPMENT 

* 60 ActionCards * Official Rulebook & Update 
Newsletter * Scoresheets * Tag Team & Pin 
Chart * Texas Death, Steel Cage, Boot Camp & 
Dog CollarMatchCharts * 2Setsof Playing 
Dice * Colored Clips to mark your champs 
* Special Results Chart to record who-beat-who 
and how often. 


VISA & MasterCard Holders Call Toll Free: 
1-800-824-7888 
Operator No. 296 


SUPER STAR GAME CoO., INC. 
Box 68, Dept. E 12 Woodmere, NY 11538 
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Wrestling Game with a 100% money-back | 
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handling). 
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Name Age 
Address 
City 
State Zip 
Christmas Delivery Guaranteed « U.S. Funds Only 


THE SUPERSTAR" PRO WRESTLING GAME 
IS NOW AVAILABLE AT THESE FINE STORES: 


The Game Keeper 


Hollywood Toys 


Golden Apple Comics . . 


Game Gallery 
| Love Games 
Game Keeper 
Game Keeper 
Game Keeper 
Gamesmanship 


Purposeful Pastimes .. . 


Compleat Strategist 


Sword of the Phoenix .. 


Games 'N Gadgets 


Hobby World 
Beyer’s Hobby 


Something to Do 
Something to Do 


Name of the Game 
Compleat Strategist 
Games People Play 
Fabulous Fiction 


Compleat Strategist 
Patowmack Toy 


Tait's Hobby 
Games by James 


Yankee Doodle 
Epic Gallery 


The Game Keeper 


Lenox Sq. Mall, Atlanta... 


ARIZONA 
9619 Metro Pkwy West, Phoenix. . (602) 944-2073 


CALIFORNIA 
6562 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood (213) 465-3119 


.7711 Melrose, Los Angeles... . . .(213) 658-6047 


Ocean at San Carlos, Carmel... . .(408) 625-1771 
111 W. Ave. Palizada, San Clemente(714) 498-3895 
117 Glendale Galleria, Glendale. . .(818) 242-1700 
2148 N. Wolf Rd., Cupertino (408) 257-5010 
4465 LaJolla Village Dr., LaJolla .(619) 453-5663 
3333 Bristol, Costa Mesa (714) 557-2447 


. 37 Peacock Allley, Rolling Hills . . .(213) 377-5077 


FLORIDA 
5406-8 Stirling Rd., Davie (305) 961-5660 
GEORGIA 
. .(404) 231-4244 
Perimeter Mall, Atlanta (404) 394-9813 

ILLINOIS 
Ford City Mall, Chicago. . . 
236 Main St., Woodstock 


. (312) 582-5267 
(815) 338-1640 


KENTUCKY 
Bashford Manor Mall, Louisville . .(502) 456-1720 
Oxmoor Center, Louisville (502) 425-5257 


MASSACHUSETTS 

Faneuil Hall, Boston . (617) 367-1979 
201 Mass. Ave., Boston ....... .(617) 267-2451 
1105 Mass. Ave., Cambridge ... .(617) 492-0711 
587 Park Ave., Worcester (617) 754-8826 


MARYLAND 
231 Park Ave., Baltimore 
1254 Columbia Mall, Columbia 


(301) 752-1493 


MICHIGAN 
326 Fashion Sq. Mall, Saginaw. . .(517) 799-3900 


MINNESOTA | 
1561 S. Plymouth Rd., Minnetonka. (612) 546-5446 


MISSOURI 
6831 Longview Rd., Kansas City. . .(816) 761-1113 
Village Sq. S/C, Hazelwood .. . . .(314) 731-5610 


NEVADA 
4300 Meadows Ln., Las Vegas. . .(702) 878-1188 


NEW YORK 
11 E. 33 St., New York City (212) 685-3880 
320 W. 57 St., New York City... (212) 582-1272 
Green Acres Mall, Valley Stream . .(516) 825-5575 
240 Mineola Blvd., Mineola. .... .(516) 747-6919 
76 Columbia Ave., Cedarhurst .. .(516) 569-1112 
363 E. Park Ave., Long Beach. , . .(516) 431-8938 
447 N. Salina St., Syracuse 
3554 Nostrand Ave., Brooklyn . 
108-22 Queens Blvd. .... 


Compleat Strategist 
Compleat Strategist 
Winners 


La Toys, Etc 
Comic Cottage 
Rocky’s News 
Silver Star Comics 
Hobbies 'N Such 


(718) 648-2112 
-. os. .(718) 268-2155 


NEW JERSEY 
Village Mall, Bergen Mall, Paramus. (201) 843-3308 
215 Glenridge Ave., Montclair (201) 744-6622 
Chester Spring S/C, Chester .... (201) 879-7300 
Burlington Center, Burlington 


201 Woodbridge Center, Woodbridge 
(201) 636-1111 


Woodmont Stationers . . . .8 Chestnut Ridge Rd., Montvalle. . .(201) 391-1717 


Game Master 
Compleat Strategist 
Game World 


NEW MEXICO 


War Games West 3422 Central Ave., Albuquerque . . . (505) 265-6100 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Dragon’s Nest (704) 596-9465 


OHIO 
Heights Toy 1892-96 S. Taylor Rd. Cleveland Hghts. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
4120 Brownsville Rd., Pittsburgh . .(412) 884-3000 
2011 Walnut St., Philadelphia. . . . .(215) 563-2960 
Valley Forge S/C, King of Prussia . .(215) 265-8562 


Willow Grove Park Mall, Willow Grove 
(215) 657-3989 


.. Exton Sq. Mall, Exton . . (215) 363-9797 
. Lehigh Valley Mall, Allentown... . (215) 264-3122 
. Oxford Valley Mall, Langhorn 

Games ’N Gadgets Granite Run Mall, Media 

Games ’N Gadgets Park City Mall, Lancaster 

Available at all Games ’N Gadgets & Electronic Boutiques 


Games Unlimited 
Compleat Strategist 
Compleat Strategist 
Name of the Game 


Electronics Boutique .. 
Electronics Boutique . . 
Electronics Boutique .. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Green Dragon Charles Towne Sq., N. Charleston. . (804) 744-8783 


TEXAS 
Lone Star Comics/SciFi . 511 £. Abram, Arlington (817) 265-0491 
Lone Star Comics/SciFi . .7738 Forest La., Dallas (214) 373-0934 
Lone Star Comics/SciFi . . 144-146 Town East Mall, Mesquite . (214) 681-2040 


VIRGINIA 
103 £. Broad St., Falls Church 
Springfield Mall, Springfield 


Compleat Strategist 
What's Your Game 


.. (703) 532-2477 


OFFICIAL RATINGS a=” 


World Wrestling Federation (WWF) 
Heavyweight Champion—Hulk Hogan 


Contenders A 
1. Terry Funk 5. Paul Orndorff 9. Magnificent Muraco 
2. Roddy Piper 6. Brutus Beefcake 10. lvan Putski 
3. King Kong Bundy 7. Iron Sheik Tag Team Champions: 
4, Junk Yard Dog 8. Tito Santana Greg Valentine & 


Brutus Beefcake 


American Wrestling Association (AWA) 
Heavyweight Champion—Rick Martel 
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Contenders > 
1. Sgt. Slaughter 5. Nick Bockwinkle Sy Boris Zurkov 
2. Kimala 6. Curt Henning 10. Billy Robinson 
3. Larry Zbyszko 7. Buddy Roberts Tag Team Champions: 
4. Ray Stevens 8. Michael Hayes The Road Warriors 


National Wrestling Association (NWA) 
Heavyweight Champion—Ric Flair 


Contenders 
1. Tully Blanchard 5. Wahoo McDaniel 9. Mike Von Erich 
2. Dusty Rhodes 6. Billy Haynes 10. Kevin Von Erich 
3. Kerry Von Erich 7. Nikita Koloff Tag Team Champions: 
4. Magnum T.A. 8. Krusher Khruschev Robert Gibson & 


Ricky Morton 


eS 
Women’s Ratings 


World Wrestling Federation (WWF) 
Worid’s Champion—Wendi Richter 


Contenders 
1. Debbie Combs 5. Velvet Mcintyre 9. Susan Starr 
2. Liz Chase 6. Susan Green 10. Sheba Estrada 
3. Le Lani Kai 7. Despina Montogos Tag Team Champions: 
4. Desiree Petersen 8. Peggy Pattersen Velvet Mcintyre & 


Desiree Petersen 
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DORY AND TERRY 


The Fearless Funks 


ny o 


It's only a temporary win for a bloodied Dory Funk. Officials forced him to return the 
universal heavyweight belt. 
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By Mike Bellew 


Not satisfied with calling his oppo- 
nents ‘pigs’, Terry Funk now brands 
his unconscious sleeper-victims. 
“We brand animals in Texas, and 
these wimps ain’t no better than the 
dumbest heffer there,’ mocks Funk. 

Before there were the Von Erichs, 
there were Dory, Terry and Dory 
Funk, Jr. For many years, they alone 
rode shotgun on wrassling in the 
Texas panhandle. Like Ben, Hoss 
and Little Joe Cartwright, the Funks 
lived by the code of the Old West. 
Love ‘em or hate ‘em, Dory, Sr. and 
the boys were as tough as Amarillo 
beef jerkey, andas ornery as Houston 
long horns. Dory, Sr. was a native of 
Hammond, Indiana. He settled in 
West Texas and began wrestling after 
serving in World War 2. 

Dory, Sr. was also the superintend- 
ent of Cal Farley’s Boys Ranch for 3 
years. People in Texas still talk about 
the many days he spent teaching the 
youngsters at Farley’s how to wrestle. 

Dory, Jr., and Terry are the only two 
brothers to ever hold the NWA world 
title. Dory was first, winning the title 
on Feb. 11, 1969 from Gene Kiniski in 
Tampa, Florida. He lost the champi- 
onship to Harley Racein Kansas City, 
Kansas on May 24, 1973, shortly be- 
fore his father’s death of a heart at- 
tack. Terry Funk beat Jack Brisco for 
the title in Miami, Florida on Decem- 
ber 10, 1975. He held the belt two 
years before Race beat him in To- 
ronto, Canada on Feb. 6, 1977. 

Between them, Dory ur., is the 
more scientific grappler. He’s consid- 
ered one of the best ring technicians 
since Strangler Lewis. Terry is more 
like his dad—a real bad dude. You 
don’t want to get Crazy Terry mad at 
you. Wrestling out of the Flying Mare 
Ranch in Umbarger, Texas, the youn- 
ger Funk started wrestling after turn- 
ing down a football offer from the 
Denver Broncos. For his early career, 
Terry had been in the shadow of his 
more successful sibling. But savage 
victories over the Great Malenko in a 
chain match, and Jack Brisco, soon 
earned Terry his own reputation. 

Dory, Jr. silenced those wise guys 
who say wrestling is fake with his 
logic. “‘The NWA belt is worth 
$1,000,000 a year to me. You think | 
would throw it away because some 
promoter said so?’’ As champion, he 
wrestled the best including Fritz Von 


Erich, Mil Mascaras, Jack Brisco, 
Ivan Koloff and Nick Bockwinkle. 
The only top contender he didn’t 
wrestle was his brother Terry. ‘| want 
the NWA belt, but not if it means hurt- 
ing Dory,’ said Terry back in 1972. 
“I’ve gotten satisfaction in other 
ways. |’ve held the Western States 
title and a few other regional titles. I’m 


willing to be my brother’s policeman. | 
soften up his toughest challengers 
for him.” “lf Dory holds the belt for 
another 25 years, it’ll suit me fine.” 
However, Dory didn’t have the luck 
to stay champion for another 25 
years. 1973 was a terrible year for the 
Funks. Dory, Jr. suffered a shoulder 
separation on Feb 28, when his 


pickup truck overturned. He resumed 
wrestling in May, never giving himself 
enough time to heal. Harley Race, a 
very underrated wrestler at the time, 
took advantage of Funk’s weakened 
state to win the title. 

Nine days after Dory’s defeat, his 
father was striken with a heart attack 
at his ranch. He was rushed to a hos- 


Why not ask Terry Funk if wrestling is for real? 
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pital in nearby Amarillo, but it was too 
late. Dory, Sr. was dead on June 3, 
1973. 

Terry's turn as champion came two 
years later. Defending the same 
world title his brother once held, Terry 
beat the likes of Dusty Rhodes, 
Tommy Rich and Ric Flair—all future 
world champions. Terry was also the 
first NWA champ to put bounties out 
on his leading challengers. At one 
time he offered $50,000 to anyone 
who could cripple Dusty Rhodes. 
“That bounty stuff was just to scare 
the fat guy. | never wanted anyone but 
me to cripple him,’ said Funk. While 
waging an unceasing war with the #1 
contender Dusty Rhodes, Terry paid 
little mind to the always dangerous 
Harley Race. The former champion 
shocked the wrestling world when he 
beat Funk for the belt in Toronto. 

The Fabulous Funks are now with 
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the WWF and Terry (among others) is 
rumored to be the next WWF cham- 
pion. This would make him the first 
man to hold both the WWF and NWA 
titles since Buddy Rogers. Dory, Jr. 
came north after an extended tour in 
Puerto Rico with Universal Cham- 
pion Carlos Colon. Dory and Terry ap- 
pear to be following the lead of their 
arch-rivals, the Brisco Brothers. Jerry 
and his brother Jack, the former NWA 
champion, are booking for the WWF 
in Florida. 

Dory’s arrival pales in comparison 
to Terry’s explosive television debut. 
His first TV appearance for the WWF 
saw him clobber ring attendant Mel 
Phillips. The ring attendant made the 
mistake of putting on Funk’s ten-gal- 
lon cowboy hat. Terry was fined 
$10,000 for his attack. 

Millionaire-cattle barons, Dory and 
Terry could retire tomorrow if they 


wanted. Dory now wrestles only 4 
months a year, and Terry spends his 
time divided between Hollywood and 
wrestling commitments. Their move 
into the WWF must mean the Funks 
have found a new, meaningful chal- 
lenge. Could they be after Hulk Ho- 
gan’s title? We*caught up to Terry 
Funk in between TV matches in 
Pougkeepsie, N.Y. “Hulk a chal- 
lenge?” laughed Terry. ‘Dory and | 
beat his butt a hundred times a day 
when he wrestled in Florida. Only 
down there he called himself Terry 
Boulder. The man ain’t proud enough 
to use his own name.” Were Dory and 
he chased out of Texas by the popu- 
larity of the Von Erichs? 

“Them Von Erichs are only big with 
the new Texans,” said Funk. ‘The 
carpetbaggers from the north like 
Fritz's boys. Gun-toting cowboys will 
always be Funk fans.” 


Dory Funk, Jr., vs. Carlos Colon 


aes 
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INTERNATIONAL REPORT 


Canadian Wrestling 


The mat sport is booming in our 
northern neighbor. As we go to press 
the box office is going wild in Nova 
Scotia, with the Grand Prix Wrestling 
Promotion presenting cards seven 
days a week. 

The top dog here is Karl ‘Killer’ 
Krupp. Known as the King of the 
Claw, this former Olympic wrestler 
from West Germany holds the North 
American Heavyweight title. A well 
versed grappler, Krupp has gone the 
way of other ‘German Masters’ to em- 
ploy the stereotype storm trooper. In 


Canada, he has been turning back 
such competition as Leo Burk, Man 
Mountain Mike, Lenny Montana, Ron 
Starr, Ricky Patterson, Sgt. O’Con- 
nor, No Class Bobby Bass, Nature 
Boy Buddy Lane and others. 

The action is hot and heavy in the 
area and fans have been turning out 
in droves to attend the Grand Prix 
cards. One reason that the cards are 
well attended is that the price of tick- 
ets are only $6.00 for ringside, $5.00 
for general and kids under 12 for only 
$3.00. 


AWA Champion Rick Martel draws nicely in his homeland, Quebec City, Quebec. 
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Over in Montreal, local promoter 
Frank Valois has now teamed up with 
Titan promoter Vince McMahon, Jr. 
The Montreal office worked with the 
WWE office a couple of years ago but 
had a falling out. They’re going to try 
it again. Mr. Valois has been associ- 
ated with the AWA for quite some 
time, and this change should be inter- 
esting. Some top-notch talent is in 
the Montreal circuit; Raymond 
Rougeau and his younger brothers, 
Armand and Jacques Jr., Mad Dog 
Lafevere, King Tonga, The Tonga Kid, 
Dino Bravo, Great Samu, and Joe Le 
Duc have also been part of the 
matches up here. It will be doubtful if 
these locals continue to share cards 
with McMahon's boys. In the event 
that they don’t, it wouldn’t shock this 
writer to see a new promotion open 
up. 
Heading to the province of Ontario, 
this area has two groups promoting. 
The WWF promotes in Toronto and 
other major cities. Big Bear Promo- 
tions runs during the summer in a few 
other cities. The Big Bear organiza- 
tion has been in business for quite a 
few years now, and this year the mat 
talent includes Luis Martinez, the 
Original Sheik, Bobo Brazil, Candi 
Devine, Diane Von Hoffman, and 
midget star Little Royko. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada is 
the next major wrestling center and 
the AWA banner is flying over those 
wrestling shows. There have been a 
few independent groups in the area 
over the year; however, they haven’t 
been too regular. At the Winnipeg Fo- 
rum, fans were on the edge of their 
seats when AWA champion Rick Mar- 
tel took on Gorgeous Jimmy Garvin. 
The match was scheduled for one 
hour. Well, the two grapplers went for 
a total of 53 minutes and 10 seconds 
till Martel caught the Gorgeous One 
off guard and pinned him. One fan 
said it was the best match he had ever 
seen. Another fan commented that a 
certain ‘other’ world champion could 
have had five title defenses in that 
time and with little wrestling. | wonder 
who he is talking about? 

In Calgary, Alberta, the Stampede 


Promotion, now run by Vince McMa- 
hon, is back. Veteran TV commenta- 
tor Ken Whalen will be heading the 
TV show. Wrestlers that have been in 
the limelight in the days of yesterday 
will be coming back to Calgary. Some 
of the boys appearing in Vancouver, 
as we go to press, are Elton Stanton, 
Diamond Timothy Flowers the Third, 


America 


AMERICA—Danny Collins, the 
British Middleweight Champion, 
made his US debut for NWA promoter 
Bob Giegel. The high-speed action 
associated with this 17 year-old grap- 
pler from Bristol, England, might just 
inspire other promoters to use 
smaller wrestlers. The WFIA Conven- 
tion in Kansas City was a great suc- 
cess. Hundreds of fans from across 
the country attended the 3-day con- 
fab. President Jim Ross, who also 
provided WRESTLING EYE with 
some of the photos of Ken Patera and 
Sgt. Slaughter for Issue #2, can be 
proud of his show. Next year the 
WFIA plans to hold its convention in 
either New Orleans or Houston. 

A showdown between AWA champ 
Rick Martel and NWA champ Ric Flair 
is being bult up via the local TV for a 
winter date. As we go to press, Mike 
Von Erich is hospitalized with toxic 
shock syndrome. In intensive care, 
Mike had a 107-degree fever. We wish 
him a speedy recovery. The Wild Sa- 
moans, ex-WWF tag team champs, 
have started a wrestling school at 
295 Treadwell Street, Hamden, CT. 
06514. Down in Florida, there’s anew 
promotion called Triad Promotions. 
The group was kind enough to senda 
recent press release of a big show in 
Dade City. The bill featured Crazy 
Luke Graham & Randy Rose vs. Mr. 
Wrestling I! & Super Pak Man. We 
hope to have a follow-up on this group 
in a future issue. 

The Original Sheik has returned to 
Detroit wrestling. The Sheik is also 
working ona video documentary enti- 
tled ‘| Like To Hurt People’, and is 
booked on ‘The David Letterman 
Show. Keep your eyes on Eddie Gil- 
bert. Eddie has been wrestling for 
some six years now, and is doing very 
well. He would like to get a crack at 
the Jr. Heavyweight belt. Currently 
wrestling in the Mid-South area, he’s 
doing some special training with 
none other than Danny Hodge, the 
greatest Jr. Heavyweight champion 
ever. 


Raymond Rougeau vs. Pierre Le Feure 


Germany 


GERMANY—In Berlin, the arenas 
are buzzing with the array of talent 
here. Mighty John Quinn, the English 
import, is the top dog. He’s put down 
just about everyone that has been 
signed up against him. Otto Wanz, 
the World Champion recognized by 
most of the European promoters, is 
just waiting for Quinn. A possible 
match between the two is planned for 
Dortmund, West Germany this win- 
ter. 


South Africa 


SOUTH AFRICA—Don Running 
Bear and Billy Two Eagles from the 
US were not allowed to enter the ring 
in their American Indian tribal 
clothes. A new promotional group 
headed by Indian businessman, PLL. 
Maharaj drew 7000 fans for his first 
card in Durban, South Africa. The 
grand gala premiere featured Gama 
Singh vs. The Mexican Mongol and 
Mike Dupree, The Warrior, Eric The 


Great, and the promoters are trying to 
sign up Crazy Chris Colt. 


Australia & 
New Zealand 


AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND— 
Roy Heffernan, one of the original 
members of the Fabulous Kanga- 
roos, Mario Milano and the New Ja- 
pan Pro Wrestling Group have united 
together to host matches here. Steve 
Rickard, Larry O’ Day, Juno Hovia, Dr. 
Death and Johnny Garcia, a troupe of 
New Zealand mat men, recently 
toured Tahiti. Johnny Garea (Tony’s 
brother) is leaving New Zealand to 
wrestle in the United States for the 
Crocketts. Pacific Wrestling Federa- 
tion & Universal Wrestling Federation 
are both doing very well. 


ie LHR 
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Driscoll 


“The Triumphant” 


Ace photographer Stephan Dris- 
coll proudly presents this miniature 
gallery of Tony Atlas. The shots se- 
lected present ‘Mr. U.S.A’ at the brink 
of victory and defeat. One of the best 
cameramen covering wrestling, Dris- 
coll has truly captured the many 
sides of Tony’s personality. Last year, 
Atlas came just within the grasp of 
winning Ric Flair’s NWA heavyweight 
title. Perhaps, 1986 will be the year 
‘Mr. U.S.A’ succeeds. 


“The Fallen” 
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The Vengeful” 


“The Proud” 


WRESTLING EYE 59 


THE PHANTOM OF THE RING 


Bane? Savage (being choked by Ron Sexton) has brought his wife Elizabeth into the 
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Missing Persons Dept: Anyone 
seen Jack Reynolds lately? The 
semi-popular co-host of All-Star 
Wrestling and Prime Time Wrestling 
has not been seen for some time now, 
his place on the broadcasts being 
taken by Gorilla Monsoon. The Phan- 
tom is so concerned over this that he 
has even taken to looking at milk car- 
tons for Jack’s picture, but to no avail. 
Speaking of the missing, where in 
God’s name is Sheik Adnan El-Kais- 
sey, aka Billy White Wolf, aka Billy 
Casey? In Libya, perhaps? Not likely. 
Oh well, boys, if you turn up, please 
let the Phantom know. 

Speaking of the WWF, how about 
Macho Man Savage’s new ‘“mana- 
ger’’,Elizabeth? She’s a real knock- 
out, but Savage will surely knock out 
anyone who even so much as thinks 
of making a pass at her. In real life, 
she is Mrs. Savage. Randy himself is 
taking the WWF by storm with his 
high-flying brawling. This man is one 
good worker and an obvious example 
of someone who has not OD'd on ste- 
roids. 

Well, country fans, it looks as if Un- 
cle Elmer wasn’t the only addition to 
the Hillbilly Jim family. Now comes 
Cousin Junior; in real life Lanny 
Kean, former jobber inthe WWF. Now 
all we need is Tennessee Ernie Ford 
to manage them. Y’all come back 
now, y’ hear? 

Surprise, surprise. The highly- 
hyped Corporal Kirschner can actu- 
ally work. Not that well, but good 
enough by WWF standards. At least 
he tries and that’s more than | can say 
for Andre the Giant. The Corporal, 
akaJ.R. Reynolds, cuthis teeth in the 
independent Florida promotions 
(WWA). Down there he was an ersatz 
Road Warrior; up here, he’s a cross 
between Rambo and Sgt. Slaughter. 
How well he’ll do is anyone’s guess. 

Bill Watts working for the Crocketts 
recently in Atlanta. Could this be a 
sign of talent exchanges to come’?... 
Fritz Von Erich and World Class 
Wrestling have left the NWA; looks 
like no belt for Kerry...ESPN blew it 
when they put the AWA on instead of 
the Mid-South. Will the AWA even get 
the ratings? In the New York area 
there already is an AWA show; will 
people want to see another one? 


Liz Chase is yet to wrestle Richter for the title. 


Doubt it. 

Upset stomach dept: The Rus- 
sians have dropped the NWA World 
Tag Belts to the Rock n’ Roll Express. 
It was Ivan Koloff and Krusher Krus- 
chev on the losing side with Nikita 
nowhere in sight. After all, who could 
buy Nikita losing? Nothing against 
the Express, but beating the Rus- 
sians? The way is now clear for the 
Midnight Express to take the belts. | 
thought a lot of this team when | saw 
them on the Von Erich shows, but for 
some strange reason they didn’t work 
as well with the Von Erichs as 
Hernandez and Adams, and so on to 
the Mid-Atlantic. Jim Cornette, who 
fronts the Midnight Express, is easily 
my choice for manager of the year. 
This guy is really good at what he 
does. He also seems to realize that 
one doesn't talk for the sake of it. Are 


you taking notes on this, Jimmy Hart? 

Wrestling seems to have been 
taken over by the musclemen. Every 
promotion has at least one, such as 
Hulk Hogan, Nikita Koloff, Krusher 
Kruschev, the Road Warriors, the 
Barbarian, and Brutus Beefcake. But 
just because you’ve got muscles 
doesn’t mean you can wrestle. The 
basic repertoire of these wrestlers 
consists of clotheslines, knee lifts, 
much punching and stomping and an 
occasional powerslam. Ever see any 
of these guys work to the mat? Of 
course, there are musclemen who 
can wrestle; Kerry Von Erich and Paul 
Orndorff come immediately to mind. 

Speaking of Orndorff, the Phantom 
is displeased over his sudden about- 
face from heel to babyface. Orndorff 
was such a natural heel that | won- 
dered if this was indeed the real Orn- 


eer Se 
Plowboy Frazier is playing second fiddle as Uncle Elmer. 


dorff. Anotherexample of this is Chris 
Adams: great babyface, no good as a 
heel. On the other side of the coin are 
Ted DiBiase, who is a natural baby- 
face, but a good worker as a heel; and 


‘Bret Hart, a good heel, but an even 


better babyface. 

The Phanton predicts that Terry 
Funk will not win the WWF title. | 
could be wrong, but with the cartoon 
show, it makes more sense for Hogan 
to stick around...Killer Bees will go 
over next for the tag titles, and San- 
tana will hold on to his belt for the time 
being. Jerry Lawler will not win the 
NWA belt. 

The Phantom’s top ten: 1. Kerry 
von Erich 2. Ted DiBiase 3. Dynamite 
Kid 4. Mitsuharu Misawa 5. Roddy 
Piper 6. Davey Boy Smith 7. Chavo 
Guerrero 8. Rollerball Rocco 9. 
Bobby Eaton 10. Brad Rheingans 
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In other towns, wrestling pro- 
moters often are fly-by-nighters, here 
today, gone tomorrow. Fred Ward, on 
the other hand, has planted his roots 
firmly in Columbus, Georgia. For 
more than twenty years, the burly ex- 
grappler has given the fans what they 
want—excitement! Along with his 
wife, Francis Ward, Fred has an inter- 
est in everything from booking the 
matches to answering his forever- 
ringing telephone. He also dictates 
the way his wrestlers will behave and 
the way his arena is run. 

“We don’t allow any drinking or 
bad language at our matches,” ex- 
plained Ward. ‘‘We make that clear. 
Violate the rule and out you go. I’ve 
had that policy from the beginning. In 
fact, a few years ago we escorted a 
drunk man out of the matches. A 
couple of weeks later he called me to 
say he quit drinking. He credited me 
with making him stop. Said he finally 
decided seeing wrestling was more 
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Fred Ward—An Old Friend 
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important than drinking, so he quit. | 
don’t allow my wrestlers to set a bad 
example either.” 

The crowds at Ward’s Municipal 
Auditorium recognizes this family 
feeling, and they come back month 
after month. 

When you devote 45 years of your 
life to something, it becomes more 
than just a way of making a living. 
Fred was first a wrestler before he 
took to promoting. He started out un- 
der the names ‘Young Londos’ and 
‘Tommy Ward.’ “In those days | 
would wrestle for one solid hour to a 
draw, and the promoter would pay 
$3.80. He paid me off in dimes and | 
felt as if | had all the money in the 
world,” recalls the gruff promoter. A 
fine athlete and popular favorite, 
Ward often wrestled night after night, 
and he fought many of the top 
names of the 1940’s and early 50’s. 

“| wrestled the best men in the 
sport,’ said Ward. “Wrestlers like 


By Gene Gordon 
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Ray Villmer, Jack Hader, Jack 
O'Brien, Sailor Barto, and Earl Wom- 
per. | know those names don’t mean 
much to today’s crop of wrestling 
fans, but they were considered some 
of the best names in the mat sport at 
the time.” 

In 1951 Fred suffered a broken 
back, and retired. He was injured de- 
fending his Southern heavyweight 
championship in Griffin, GA. He 
started promoting weekly matches in 
Macon and Columbus, GA.Later he 
promoted in Albany, GA and several 
other towns in the Peach State area. 
In the Mid-Fifties, Fred also ran 
monthly boxing cards. Pete Radema- 
cher, the Olympic champion and 
heavyweight contender, fought on a 
program promoted by him. “It was 
slow starting out,” recalls Fred. ‘““The 
arena used to be Sam Cohen’s Mule 
Barn. It had no air conditioning. ..of 
course in those days not many places 
did. We later advertised that it was, 


and what we did was sit a block of ice 
in front of a fan to cool the air. Slowly 
things picked up.” 

Having wrestled himself, Fred’s 
empathy is with the grappler. “This is 
something only a wrestier can appre- 
ciate. You have to understand our 
profession. This is what we face. One 
minute you're on top, the next minute 
you can’t walk and there's no income. 
It’s a different kind of life, which | un- 
derstand so well. Wrestlers are the 
best athletes in the world. People 
look at a man like Abdullah the 
Butcher and say he’s fat and flabby. 
But let me tell you, the man’s a rock 
when you hit him. There’s some 
showmanship, but we are all athletes. 
It’s atough, tough business,” he said. 

“The only thing | don’t like is when 
outsiders knock our sport. It’s good 
that we have newspaper writers who 
write what they believe, as long as 
they are giving facts and hard results 
and as long as they are fair to every- 
body. But no one should sit in judge- 
ment on what others like or dislike. 
The First Amendment gives the press 
freedom to express itself, but at the 
same time it should not take away 
from everyone else. | never knock an- 
other promotion in town—sports, 
shows, anything—because | respect 
everyone's right to enjoy what they 
enjoy.” 

Asan expert, Fred advises fans not 
to sit home watching only the 
matches on television. “Many people 
think all the talent they see on TV is 
main event calibre, which isn’t the 
case. Why should we match two main 
eventers on TV? People wouldn't 
have any reason to come out if we did. 
What people should consider is that 
this is a great opportunity for the 
young wrestlers. It gives them experi- 
ence against the contenders. Many 
times, they ask us to match them in 
these TV matches for exposure. It’s 
important to their career if they beat 
one of those big names, too.” What 
fans might not realize is that those 
matches are only teasers, used to 
promote what’s going to happen that 
month or that week at the local arena. 
Fred was one of the first promoters to 
book Bob Backlund and Ric Flair. He 
has also brought many already es- 

- tablished names to Georgia. 

“Today's fans certainly get their 

money’s worth,” said Ward. “Most 
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Action like this brings in the fans. 


wrestlers today are high school and 
college athletes in either football or 
wrestling. They’ve been well trained 
even before turning pro. They’re 
larger and faster today. In my day, it 
was strength against strength. Most 
boys hadn't finished college, half of 
them hadn’t even finished high 
school.’ 


A promoter tries to get the best 
wrestlers and puts together the best 
matches he can. He’s in the business 
to make money, and if he’s smart he 
knows he has to have these combina- 
tions to draw big crowds. If you’re to 
be successful at this, you have to 
have a good reputation, which Fred 
Ward certainly has. 
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Second-rate is a hard term for any- 
one to live with. For a wrestler, it’s 
especially hard when you're a sec- 
ond-generation wrestler and you’ve 
had Bob Orton as your coach and fa- 
ther. Surely, dad expected more from 
Junior, than for him to be a bully-boy 
for Roddy Piper. 

The Bob Orton, Jr. who started out 
in Florida and Missouri was an out- 
standing wrestler. He was lean and 
lanky, but with amazing tendon- 
strength. There wasn’t a man who 
could show him up inascientific duel. 
From chicken-wing to grapevine, Or- 
ton, Jr., knew itall. After a slow startin 
the Midwest, Bob began to pour it on. 
He was NWA Rookie Of The Year and 
won an array of state titles. But the 
fans weren't impressed no matter 
what he did. No one cared if Orton 
could out-wrestle a master wrestler 
like Les Thatcher or Ronnie Garvin. 
He didn’t look like a wrestler, and to 
the fans that’s what matters. He was 
toc skinny to be impressive. 


Orton and Bob Backlund shake hands after a spectacular scientific match. 


Orton’s thin arms and boney chest 
lacked the mascularity usually asso- 
ciated with world-class grapplers. He 
was the best clean wrestler ever. The 
fans didn’t care and that’s what 
turned him mean. 

Bad, no one noticed Orton either. 
When he slugged some lesser oppo- 
nent it didn’t look dirty, it looked lazy. 
You knew he didn’t have to resort to 
that stuff. So, he gave the appear- 
ance of taking a short-cut. The villian- 
Orton racked up as many victories as 
the good-Orton. Still no one cared. 

Bob Orton, Jr. became second- 
rate. He found a good, steady living 
protecting the less-talented Roddy 
Piper. He was there simply to protect 
a third-rate loudmouth. Each week, 
Orton would stand in the background 
of ‘Piper’s Pit’, there as backup. With 
a world-class wrestler like Bob pro- 
tecting him, Piper became even more 
brazen. He no longer took verbal 
shots at preliminary boys !ike Frank 
Williams. Now, te bad-inoutned the 


likes of Jimmy Snuka, Andre The Gi- 
ant and Rocky Johnson. Piper wasn’t 
going to get beat-up. Orton was there 
to make sure of that. 

Then came Wrestle-Mania, a 
chance for Orton to showcase his 
skills against Hulk Hogan and TV ac- 
tor Mr. T. However, mastermind 
Roddy Piper chose Paul Orndorff as 
his tag team partner, not Bob. Week 
after week, it was Orton, not Orndorff, 
who fended off attacks against the 
Scotsman. Yet, the moment of glory- 
win or lose-went to ‘Mr. Wonderful. 
And why not? Paul was first rate, Or- 
ton had reduced himself to the sec- 
ond-string. Not surprisingly, Bob 
never said a word against his replace- 
ment, instead he went right on being 
the lap-dog. 

Piper did get Orton a nationally tel- 
evised match against Hulk Hogan. 
There he demonstrated his style and 
class. He lost by being pinned, but 
Bob proved he could wrestle the best. 
Since then, he’s won and lost to the 
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best—beating the Junkyard Dog, 
Sgt. Slaughter and being beat by 
Orndorff and Tony Atlas. One day, a 
light may go off inside Bob’s head. On 
that day Bob will realize he’s been 
playing the fool. He’ll learn it’s not 
what others think of you, but what you 
think of yourself. 

A light should go off in Vince Mc- 
Mahon’s head. A ‘bulb’ which shines 
bright the need for more athletes and 
less showmen. Not just clean wres- 
tlers like British Bulldogs or Jim Brun- 
zell. These guys are fine, but they 
play to the crowds with acrobatic gim- 
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micks. What about a quiet, workman- 
like wrestler? A man, who simply out- 
wrestles his opponent—a man like 
Bob Orton, Jr., someone the amateur 
wrestlers in the stands could relate 
to. Given encouragement, Bob can 
be great. He could silence those 
among us who argue the silliness of 
pro wrestling. 

Watch how mouths would shut if 
you showed Bob Orton, Jr., vs. Rick 
Martel, instead of the infamous Piper 
vs. Valentine dog-collar match. New 
fans, the type of people who appreci- 
ate a chess master or tennis star, 


Orton suplexes S.D. Jones from the second strand of the ring rop 


victory for Orton. 
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would come forward. Sure, there 
would still be those who care for 
blood and blows, but they are the mi- 
nority. With the fans behind him, Bob 
Orton could be bigger—not to men- 
tion better—than Flair, Hogan and 
Martel combined. 

The fans must take the first step, 
they have to show Bob Orton, Jr. that 
they want him out of Piper’s vile 
shadow. The fans must make it plain 
that they want Bob. When he comes 
to your arena, cheer himwhen he arm 
bars or body slams and boo him loud 
and clear for the fouls. 


Bob Orton, Jr., readies himself to do a flying-bodypress from the top rope. 
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The fans mean a lot to Mr. Von Erich. 


| am devoting this month’s entire 
column to an interview with one of the 
giants of wrestling journalism, Dave 
Meltzer. He is an actual journalist, 
has worked for a newspaper and for 
the past three and one-half years, 


has been publishing the Wrestling 
Observer. This bulletin can be ob- 
tained simply by sending $5.00 for 
four big issues to Dave Meltzer at 
6562 Winterset Way, San Jose, Cali- 
fornia 95120. 


Now before | go any further, | would 
like to issue a formal apology to Mr. 
Meltzer for my erroneous obituary in 
the premier issue of Wrestling Eye. 
Although Dave himself said he was 
giving up the bulletin, yours truly 
never bothered to absolutely confirm 
this fact. Now the reader can begin to 
notice the difference between Mr. 
Meltzer and myself; it all comes down 
to one word: journalism. Dave is still 
publishing and |, for one, hope he 
continues for many years to come. 

As for the Wrestling Observer, it is 
an eight page bulletin and comes out 
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every two weeks. It is filled with loads 
of news, inside information, and intel- 
ligent opinion. It is dedicated to the 
serious fan and treats wrestling as a 
serious matter. It has been criticized 
in the past for being too inside and 
knocking wrestling too often. | do not 
see any merit whatsoever in these 
criticisms. | like a bulletin with good 
inside information; too often in this 
business, wrestling writers often act 
like the sacred priests of the Holy 
Temple. Only they and they alone are 
privy to the secrets of wrestling; the 
public need not know anything other 
than what the priests think they 
should know. In this respect, they be- 
have like the promoters. Then they 
wonder why so many people become 
disenchanted with the sport. How 
can the public take it seriously when 
the writers don’t take it seriously? As 
to charges of negativism, Dave does 
indeed point out various foibles when 
they occur, but he also plays up the 
positive aspects and is the first to ex- 
tend credit where it is due. 

| also wish to point out that Dave 
has a book coming out soon. It is 
called The Wrestling Observer Book 
of Lists, and should be in your local 


According to wrestling expert Dave Meitzer, Ric Flair is ‘underrated by the media’. 


bookstore soon, if not now. The Wres- 
tling Eye will have a review of this 
book as soon as it is published. Look 
for it soon. 

Following is the interview with Dave 
Meltzer: 

WE: | notice you cut the size of the 
bulletin to eight pages and tightened 
it up. How much longer will you con- 
tinue the bulletin? What does the fu- 
ture hold? 

DM: Well Ed, the way it is now is 
fine. However, what | would really like 
to do is a wrestling magazine. There 
is, of course, a catch: | would want to 
say what | think and that is very diffi- 
cult in a wrestling magazine these 
days. 

WE: Do you think such a magazine 
would be successful? 

DM: Yes, for the simple reason that 
it would be different. There is a real 
curiosity about wrestling among the 
fans and many unanswered ques- 
tions that a magazine such as this 
could aliswer. 

WE: ! picked up the newspaper a 
few months ago and noticed to my 
surprise that they now carried wres- 
tling ratings. Upon further inspection, 


| noticed that. the ratings were com- 
piled by you. How did you ever man- 
age such a thing? 

DM: Well, a company came to me 
with a thoughtthat many newspapers 
would like to run such a feature. | 
agreed to do it on the basis that | 
could rate according to true ability 
and not according to whomever the 
promoters were pushing at the time. 

WE: Speaking of the promoters, 
how do you see the future of wres- 
tling? 

DM: | see fewer promotions, about 
three to five big powers who have ca- 
ble telecasts; as always, there will be 
an independent promotion or two in 
the area. While three of these will bat- 
tle for control of the top spot, the other 
two will always be struggling. There 
will also be fewer and fewer wrestlers 
working and fewer opportunities for 
young wrestlers to learn the craft. 
The main item used will be gim- 
mickry, but as the glut of gimmickry 
wears on the fans, the way will be 
cleared fora more scientific style. But 
that is at least five years down the 
road. 

WE: As long as we’re on the sub- 


ject of wrestlers, who, in your opinion, 
are the most underrated wrestlers? 

DM: Ah, too many to pick just one. 
Certainly the British Bulldogs and ev- 
eryone in Japan save for Baba and 
Inoki. In the U.S., Brian Blair, Mr. 
Saito, Chavo Guerrero, Bobby Eaton, 
who is the most underrated wrestler 
of the group, and Ted DiBiase, be- 
cause he does so many little things 
that the fans don’t pick up on. Al- 
though not underrated by the fans, 
Ric Flair is underrated by the media. 

WE: Do you have any nominees for 
the best wrestling federation? 

DM: | would say the All-Japan Pro 
Wrestling Federation (under Giant 
Baba), and the Japanese Women’s 
Federation. In the U.S., the Mid- 
South Federation of Bill Watts. 

WE: When Dave Meltzer reads 
other bulletins, what does he look 
for? 

DM: | read the news and other peo- 
ple’s opinions to see if | agree or dis- 
agree. But the most important item 
for me is the use of humor; In this 
business you need a sense of humor. 
The best bulletins have it. 

WE: What would you say are the 
best bulletins? 

DM: Let’s see...Well, Bob Clos- 
son’s Mat Results, Steve Luther’s 
Wrestling Chronicle, Steve Helewe- 
gen’s International Wrestling News, 
and Tom Burke’s Global Wrestling. 

Dave, thank you very much for a 
great interview. 

As for the bulletins Dave recom- 
mends, they are listed below: 

MAT RESULTS - Bob Closson, 
2115 Clifton Ave., Springfield, OH 
45505. Single issue—$2.25; Three 
issues—$6.00; Six issues—$11.75. 

WRESTLING CHRONICLE - Steve 
Luther, P.O. Box 262, Coventry, CT 
06238. Write Steve for details. 

INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING 
NEWS - Steve Helewegen, 605 Egde- 
wood Dr., Circleville, OH 43113. 
Write Steve for details. 

GLOBAL WRESTLING - Tom 
Burke, 31 Groveland St., Springfield, 
MA 01108. Single issue—$1.50 + 
SASE: Four month subscription— 
$7.00; One year—$21.00. Interna- 
tional rate—$26.00. Also ask for ALL- 
GIRL WRESTLING from Tom. Latest 
issue now available. 

Any material for review or other cor- 
respondence can be sentto me at the 
following address: 

Ed Garea 

27 Linden Ave. Apt. B-6 

Irvington, N.J.07111 
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David Sammartino’s potential was 
cut-short by the interference of his 
own father. Bruno Sammartino, who 
returned to the WWF to beat his son’s 
side, may have been David’s worst 
enemy. Moreover, this is why David 
left the area on such short notice. 

With Bruno at ringside, the father- 
and-son reunion was heart-warming. 
But wrestling before the critical eyes 
of wrestling’s ‘Living Legend’ was too 
much for David. When he missed an 
elbow smash or dropkick, there was 
Bruno announcing it into his micro- 
phone. “David was a little too low on 
that one,’ said Bruno. Get trapped in 
a side headlock and Bruno would 
comment, “David should be able to 
counter a simple hold like that.’ 
Come close to getting pinned and for- 
get it. “David better work a lot harder 
in the gym...” 

On and on it went, till so did David. 

Ironically, David Sammartino 
didn't come to the WWF on his own 
accord. In fact, rumor has it that Mc- 


Mahon Jr. wasn’t interested in the 
youngster until his dad agreed to 
come with him. Bruno and Vince had 
been on the outs with each other, 
since Bruno retired and tried to pro- 
mote on his own. Only Bruno’s con- 
sent to do the color commentary 
brought David into the Big League. 
Some thought it a mistake. The fans, 
many of whom still remember Bruno 
as the best wrestler ever to hold the 
WWF belt, might not take to this im- 
postor. However, most enjoyed 
David’s own mixture of boyish good 
looks and powerlifter’s strength. 

Incredible spirit helped David wade 
through the likes of Mr. Fuji, Greg 
‘The Hammer’ Valentine, Ken Patera 
and Brutus Beefcake. The customers 
enjoyed it, but Bruno did not. “David 
can’t take these wins for granted. If 
he wants to be champion, he must 
put out a lot more,’ said the former 
kingpin. 

Having to uphold the magnificent 
name of Sammartino is a grave re- 


Larry cringes in pain as David adds pressure to his arm-bar. 


sponsibility. Until arriving in the 
northeast, David had done just fine. 
“Fortunately, I’ve had the greatest 
teacher in the world, my father,’ said 
David. Knowing the pressure he 
would face, David turned pro in 
Puerto Rico; there, being Bruno’s 
son would mean less than on the 
Mainland. However, promoters were 
not so understanding, in order to 
build up the gate, they billed David as 
‘Bruno Sammartino, Jr’. Old family 
enemies soon rushed South. David’s 
planned introduction was over and 
the 20 year-old rookie was in the 
midst of a savage ring feud. Larry 
Zbyszko was out for blood. ‘I finished 
the old man, and now I'll polish off the 
brat,” bragged Bruno’s ex-protege. 
Their first confrontation came be- 
fore the television cameras in San 
Juan. ‘‘Your father was dirty and 
you're no... ’Larry never finished his 
remark, David's fist interrupted him. 
The brawl led to a series of actual 
matches. Each time, before hun- 
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dreds of fans, David more than held 
his own. Bruno wasn’t there because 
his son never told him about the feud. 
“| didn’t want him to worry.’ Since 
then, Zbyszko has refused to admit 
defeat and the two grapplers have 
slugged their way up and down the 


Eastcoast. ‘‘Anytime Larry wants to: 


finish it,” says David, ‘I’m ready.” 

A 250-pound scientific wrestler, 
David first made a name for himself 
as a weightlifter. He set a 515-pound 
bench press record and was selected 
by the U.S.A. Power Lifting commit- 
tee. today, he continues to pumpiron, 
but it’s secondary to his wrestling. 

In the WWF, the younger Sammar- 
tino took and gave on an even keel. 
That is, until his dad couldn't take it 
anymore. Bruno started to climb into 
the ring. First, he seconded his son, 
then he managed him, and finally he 
was fighting for him. Unaware of it, 
Bruno was undoing all the learning 
and training. He was overcautious 
and overprotective, like any con- 
cerned parent. The Sammartinos’ 
battles against Johnny Valiant and 
Brutus Beefcake were the last straws. 
The fans enjoyed the bouts, but for 
David it was embarrassing. 

For him, it was like having your 
mother walk you to and from school. 

Sources at WWF headquarters in 
Greenwich, CT. wouldn’t reveal how 
long Bruno intends doing the color 
commentary. But as long as he does, 
don’t expect David to be back. 

Experts are divided on how just 
good David Sammartino is. Killer Ko- 
walski, who now runs a wrestling 
school and had wrestled Bruno many 
times, sees David as an impressive 
athlete. ‘Young Sammartino’s a 
good grappler. He’s strong. I, myself, 
have seen him shoulder-press the 
Masked Superstar and Ken Patera. 
But! don’t think he has the ring savvy 
of his old man,” said Killer. “Bruno 
was one of a kind. He was the only 
two-time WWF champion, and that 
says a lot.” 

“Bruno wasn’t much older than 
David when he won the title from 
Buddy Rogers, and he kept it 8 years. 
Then Ivan Koloff beat him in 1971. 
Sammartino came back and beat 
Stan Stasiak (12-10-73). That second 
time, he held the title 1979 and when 
Superstar Graham beat him. | don’t 
think any athlete will ever surpass 
him.” 

Buddy Rogers, the first WWF 
champion, has a different opinion. “‘| 
wrestled Bruno when he was just 
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Did Bruno’s interference force David back to the NWA? 


about David's age, and David is a 
much better wrestler. He’s got more 
speed than his dad had. Bruno de- 
pended too much on overpowering 
you with either his bearhug or back- 
breaker. David mixes his speed with 
his strength. Junior is more versatile. 
If there is any emotional mix-up be- 
tween Bruno and David, it’s because 
Bruno is jealous of David.” 

Jealous? That’s an angle this re- 
porter never considered. Would 
Bruno, now retired for nearly five 
years, really be jealous of his son’s 


success? Is that why he rode David 
so hard in the WWF? Did he want the 
fans to turn David away as merely the 
shadow of the great Bruno Sammar- 
tino? Hulk Hogan's fan club man- 
ager, Mike O’Hara, doesn’t believe a 
word of it. “Bruno's not that type of 
man. Didn’t he help out Larry Sby- 
zsko? Bruno gives, he’s not inter- 
ested in taking away. He may have 
been hard on David, but it was for his 
own good.” 

For David and Bruno Sammartino, 
the jury is still out. 
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SUSAN GREEN 


‘The Comeback Kid’—Green returns to 
wrestling against Sheba Estrada 


Susan Green has come back to 
professional wrestling, much to the 
regret of Mexico’s Sheba Estrada. 
Ms. Green, who is just an inch over 
six feet, left the sport a few years ago 
torun her auto body shop in Texas. As 
much as she loved the competition of 
the mat wars, Susan wasn’t about to 
let her investment go down the drain. 
Now that everything is going fine, the 
slender cowgirl has resumed her ar- 
senal of dropkicks and body blocks. 

Older fans will notice that Susan’s 
hair is a shade darker now and much 
curlier. A powerful grappler, Sue had 


— 


wrestled the Fabulous Moolah sev- 
eral times—unfortunately, she was 
never able to de-throne Moolah. She 
was also one of the first ladies to 
wrestle in New York’s Madison 
Square Garden. Before taking on Ms. 
Estrada, Green had toured New 
Zealand and Australia. 

Wearing her war paint, Sheba was 
a game opponent. She may have 
lacked Green’s experience and 
knowledge, but she had strength and 
tough-as-nails determination on her 
side. The match went a full hour, be- 
fore Susan caught Estrada coming 


While in Australia, Susan Green best fellow American grappler Lisa Darnell 


off the ropes in a rolling craddle. 
Sheba was unable to beat the tradi- 
tional three-count. Susan is eager to 
take on Wendi Ritcher for the ladies’ 
title. 

“We're both Texans and | think 
such amatch would sell out the Astro- 
dome in Houston,” said Green. 
“Wrestling tough opponents like 
Sheba Estrada is going to make me 
that much stronger when | meet Rit- 
cher. I'd like to wrestle either Liz 
Chase or Debbie Combs next. Victo- 
ries over them should put me at the 
top of all the contenders.” 


Green was in command with this toehold. 
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Why risk missing a single exciting issue? Subscribe and have BOXING BEAT, the 
beat in boxing, delivered to your door every month. From ringpost to ringpost, fo 
worldwide results, ratings, profiles, and action-packed pictures it’s BOXING BEAT. 
the most colorful fight magazine in the world! 


( ) Yes, send me 12 issues of BOXING BEAT. Mail check or money order to: 
JEMS INC., 

P.O. Box 863 

North Bergen, N.J. 07047 


SUBSCRIPTION: 12 issues only $24.00, $30.00 in Canada and outside U.S.A. 
(U.S. Funds only) 
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The Tropicana Hotel, Casino and Country Club 
invites you to stay and play on your next 
Las Vegas visit. 


Our Friendly hosts and staff are at your service. 


Toby Di Cesare Frank Hernandez 
George Bedich Luigi Picone Dean Flurry 
Carmen ‘‘Minnie’’ Cardillo Del Fullwood 
Nick Nikopoulos Jim Lewis 


1-800-634-6716 


WE TREAT oy “eh A WINNER.™ 


A Ramada Resort and Casino 


3801 Las Vegas Blvd. South, Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 
(702) 739-2222 


